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Introduction

In 2012, the Center for Adventist Research received 12 boxes of books, tracts, and
periodicals from the Voice of Prophecy. Later in this document is an extended
description of how the Library was established and what happened to it. Over the
years, the VOP maintained a Russian library related to the VOP broadcast. In the
course of time, the one responsible for this library was given much of what is contained
in this collection. Some of what is here may have come from what the VOP in
California collected. What was donated to VOP is what is left of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church’s Russian Mission that was located in China. Apparently, there were
a lot of Russians living in China in the early years of the 20™ century. This mission was
established to evangelize the Russian-speaking people living in China. More on this
later.

This collection is a mixture of publications by the Seventh-day Adventist Church, the
Russian Orthodox Church, various Protestant groups, and secular titles. It is likely that
many of these publications are extremely rare since only a few were published in the
Russian language. Of the copies published many have been lost or destroyed.

This collection was frankly a mess to deal with. First, it was in a language most staff
members cannot understand. Second, it was large and unwieldy, and third, many of
the titles were in poor physical condition. Our first organizing attempt was in 2012-2013
by a student from Ukraine who also understood Russian. He did the first division and
lists. This work is all located in Registers/Russian-China Mission Collection. The
student sorted into Adventist, non-Adventist Christian, and secular. He compiled
extensive lists of each category. The lists show around 1,000 items. The student left
CAR employment before further organizing work was completed. Some additional work
was done 2017-2018.

In 2023, CAR employed another student from Ukraine, to again work on the
collection. Under the supervision of the Center’s cataloger, the student succeeded in
cataloging into the Andrews University’'s James White Library catalog over 600
publications. The work was done utilizing Russian-language characters. Each record
should have the series line: “Russian Mission in China.” This designation allows
researchers to find the items, in the James White Library catalog, that comprise this
Library. There is still a little more final work to be done, but to date there are 612
records listed for this Library. This is less than the roughly 1,000 titles on the original
list. This discrepancy can be explained as follows:
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« There were some duplicate copies,

« On the original list periodical issues may have been listed while now they are
combined into only one record,

» Some apparent titles on the original list turned out to not be separate titles upon
further review.

« Regretfully, towards the end of the cataloging project, the student failed to
include the series line in the catalog record. Center personnel have not had
available time to try to find and update these missed records.

The Center originally planned to make this collection into a purely manuscript-like
collection with the publications in folders and boxes. However, we came to realize
cataloging the publications into the James White Library catalog would make it easier
for others to access these often extremely rare titles. In the cataloging process, most of
the titles were included in WorldCat, an international library database containing many
millions of records. This will allow researchers around the world to easily find a
particular book exists and is available at Andrews University. To further this discovery,
cataloging was done using the Russian or Ukrainian alphabets. While this does not
help most people, it will help those searching for Russian and Ukrainian publications.

A disadvantage of doing the cataloging work in the Cyrillic alphabet means staff and
researchers who do not ready Cyrillic cannot do catalog maintenance or searching.
The accompanying spreadsheets were sorted by title, but it is unknown how accurately
" Excel sorts the Cyrillic characters.

Accompanying this descriptive portion of the collection register are two Microsoft
Excel spreadsheet databases. One is the original list compiled by the first student
worker in 2012-2013. The second spreadsheet in a more carefully prepared
categorization of the titles into the following categories: Seventh-day Adventist
publications; Seventh-day Adventist periodicals; Christian, non-Seventh-day Adventist
titles, and secular titles.

This Library is listed similarly to the Center's manuscript collections. In this case,
however, there are no manuscripts apart from a few of the books that were handwritten.
Listing this collection like this allows for this explanation of a very unique and likely very
rare collection of books from a challenging era of time for the Seventh-day Adventist
Church and its members in Russia (the Soviet Union) and China.

However, in the Specific Notes section starting on page 11 below, reference is made
to manuscripts. If there were manuscripts, they have been cataloged as a publication
and located via the library’s catalog. This is a departure from the Center’s usual
method of handling manuscripts, but it seemed to work better for this unique type of
collection.
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The two documents included below were likely written by George Selivanoff.
George was in charge of the Voice of Prophecy’s Russian work for many years. He
developed VOP’s own library and received donations of Russian (and some Ukrainian)
publications over the years. More on this below.

Scope

This library includes publications in the Russian language with a few in Ukrainian,
from the 19teens to the 1930s. Many were published in Russia/Soviet Union, but
others came from abroad. There are over 600 titles, about half of them being Seventh-
day Adventist publications. There is also a sizeable number from other Christian
denominations, including the Russian Orthodox Church. Secular publications comprise
a fairly small segment of the collection.

Many of these publications may be one-of-a-kind, especially the Seventh-day
Adventist titles published in Russia/Soviet Union.

Extent
Over 600 books, periodicals, and pamphlets make up this collection. To see what is

cataloged, visit the Andrews University James White Library catalog. Do a title search
for “Russian Mission in China.”

Provenance

Most likely this collection came to the Andrews University Center for Adventist
Research from George Selivanoff of the Voice of Prophecy, in 2012.

Use

All items in this collection are open for research. Copying may be restricted for
physical condition reasons. Many of the items are extremely fragile being printed on
very poor quality paper.
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Historical Background: Russian Seventh-day Adventists

Abroad During the Soviet Period
[by George Selivanoff]

The Seventh-day Adventist Encyclopedia under the heading, "China, People's
Republic of," contains a brief paragraph that refers to the Russian Adventist work
abroad after the Russian Revolution of 1917.

"Russian Adventists in China. In 1920 for the first time an effort was made to spread
the Seventh-day Adventist message among the thousands of Russian settlers along the
Manchurian part of the Trans-Siberian Railroad and among the Russian émigrés who
were coming into that country in large numbers after the Russian Revolution of 1917.
This work was assigned to the China Division. A Russian mission was established in
1920 at Harbin, Manchuria, under the direction of Theophil T. Babienco (the son of a
pioneer Russian minister), from Canada. He was assisted by Max Popow, also from
Canada, who, after his arrival, went throughout the Russian communities in Manchuria
selling Adventist publications. (There had been a church in Harbin by 1912, composed
largely of Adventists who had come from Russia, but apparently few were left of the
earlier group.) For a while this work was administrated directly by the Russian unions,
butin 1925 it was organized as a detached mission, Sungari-Mongolian Mission."

The Russian revolution of 1917 caused perhaps two million refugees to flee the
country to wherever they could: to Iran, Turkey, the Balkan states, Italy, France, other
European states, Australia, South America and the countries in the Far East, especially
Japan and China. [t was said at the time that there hardly was a place in the world
where there were no refugees from Russia. In most places refugees formed small
groups that were lost amidst the local population. But in China there were upward of
200,000 concentrated at the city of Harbin and along a branch of the Trans Siberian
Railway that ran through Manchuria in northeastern China. Harbin offered them a
somewhat familiar place. Even before the revolution it had a strong Russian cultural
presence. The Russian builders of the Trans Siberian line actually founded the city of
Harbin in the last decade of the 19™ century as the headquarters town for the section of
the line running through China. Thus the railroad was serviced and administered by
Russian workers who in turn were served by many Russian farmers, traders and
tradesmen that settled all along the 1,200 km (about 750 miles) length of the
Manchurian section.

There were many Russian Orthodox churches and numerous other cultural and
business institutions. Harbin also served as the supply and distribution center for the
Russian army during the Russian-Japanese war of 1904 and that brought many more
Russians into the area. Among them were several Adventists. A Russian Adventist
church was formed in Harbin sometime in the first decade of the 20" century, certainly
by 1907, according to the recollections of Brother Isaeff whose family was there when
he was a youth before they moved to California. At that time the group in Harbin was an
extension of the Russian Adventist church in Russia.
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When tens of thousands of Russian refugees, mostly highly educated professionals
and their families fled to this somewhat familiar refuge in China beyond the reach of
their Communist pursuers, many American and European churches (Baptist,
Presbyterian, Lutheran, Methodist, etc) opened missions among the distraught and
frightened exiles who generally belonged to the state-controlled Russian Orthodox
Church. Adventists opened a mission as well, as the paragraph in the Encyclopedia
narrates. The impact and significance of that mission went far beyond Harbin and the
settlements along the railway line. With time the mission among the refugees in a
remote corner of China generated a global impact that even played a role in the
resurgence of the Adventist work in the Soviet Union.

The first missionary to the Russians in China sent by the General Conference,
Theophil T. Babienco, was an able, energetic and enterprising missionary and
administrator. He conducted numerous public preaching campaigns, engaged in
debates with the Orthodox and Protestant missionaries and organized congregations
and groups in several places. Soon Harbin had two Russian congregations with several
hundred members each, an active youth group, church choir and an amateur orchestra.
There was also a mission school that embraced all grades from the first through the
high school. Good teachers who were abundant among the refugees were hired and
the school gained the reputation as one of the best in town.

Babienco quickly recognized the importance of printed publications for literate
Russians who were scattered throughout the world by the Revolution. A publishing
house, named Sputnik Zhizni (Companion for Life) was established and good
translations into Russian of several works by Ellen G. White and other Adventist writers
were made and printed. For example, the Harbin translation of White's, Christ's Object
Lessons, is currently being reprinted essentially without change by the Russian
Adventist publishing house in Zaokski. A quality monthly evangelistic magazine,
Istochnik Zhizni (Source of Life) took shape after several humble beginnings. At first it
appeared as a hand lettered, hand folded mimeographed brochure. It continued
publication until the approaching World War 2 restricted public preaching and
evangelism in Harbin.

Babienco also recognized the need to involve and to train local workers to carry on
evangelistic work in and beyond Harbin. From among his recent well educated
converts among the refugees he selected his missionary, educational and publishing
helpers. Recollections of that time highlight a former Russian lawyer, Brazhnikov by
name, and his English speaking wife, that took charge of the educational and
translation work. Another highlight is a former officer in the Czar's army, a land
surveyor before World War 1, Michael Kalabugin, who first worked in the editorial office
and later pastored the Harbin congregations. Because the Mission served all Russian
Adventists in Manchuria, and Harbin being the main center to which all members
scattered along the 1,200 km rail line looked for guidance and support, the pastor of the
Harbin Church shepherded them all. When World War 2 caused the withdrawal of all
overseas missionaries and leaders, Michael Kalabugin assumed the leadership of the
mission as well.
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Babienco not only selected helpers, but he trained them. For several years he ran a
small school for Bible workers and graduated a dozen or more eager young
missionaries who worked with Russians who lived along the railroad line. Four of them,
Porshenkoff, Maltsev, Orel and Kasitsen (in the spelling given by Otto Christensen in
his book, Mission Mongolia, p.14), were the first to begin work among the Mongols in
Inner Mongolia. The Mongols inhabited territory inside the political borders of China.
These Bible workers centered their work in the town of Kalgan situated very near the
Great China Wall. It is interesting to note that in their work they could take advantage
of the Mongolian translation of the New Testament prepared by the mission department
of the Russian Orthodox Church many decades earlier. In the past, the Russian
Imperial government had sponsored a number of translations of the Bible, and
published the New Testament in the languages of non-Russian subjects of the empire.
This happened for non-Russian languages even though the publication of the Russian
version of the Bible was delayed many years and was strictly forbidden for some time.

Over the years Adventist members in Manchuria moved away from China to the
United States, Australia and South America. There they set up new or strengthened
existing Russian congregations. Thus Russian churches in San Francisco, USA,
Sydney, Australia, Sao Paulo, Brazil, and perhaps in several other places were
populated and supplied with strong leadership for many years by these Harbin converts
and their descendants. The younger generation joined local congregations and familiar
Harbin names still appear in the leadership rosters of congregations in many places
where they found their new homes.

The Russian congregations abroad became a base for a network of Russian
ordained and lay workers that carried on independent missionary work and also
supported work for the Russians around the world, including those inside the Soviet
Union.

Some among this network of Russian workers, in the early 1950's, urged and
funded the Voice of Prophecy to develop a Russian Department, first in order to offer
Bible Correspondence lessons in Russian, and later to begin radio broadcasting in
Russian. The names associated with the beginning and the early years of the Russian
Department of the VOP were [adopted name Klement] Khavrenko and [adopted name
Storm] Zhivotenko. Khavrenko was a former minister from the Ukraine. He became
connected with the publication, in Kiev, in the 1920's, of probably the only Adventist
Church sponsored printing of the Bible up to that time. This was before the persecution
of believers in the Soviet Union. Zhivotenko was a very able and energetic minister and
a talented musician who became a refugee from the Ukraine after World War 2. After
immigrating to the United States pastored the Russian congregation in San Francisco.

Later, another pastor of the San Francisco church, George Melashenko, from
Canada, continued and developed further the VOP Russian Department. They were
ably assisted by Pastor Alexander Goncharov and his wife, Olga (she was a daughter
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of an early Adventist minister in Russia named Reifschneider), who became refugees
from the Soviet Union during the World War 2. Pastor Goncharov was a talented
musician and Olga a capable poetess. In the early days of the Soviet Union, when
religion was not yet persecuted, the Russian Adventist church published an extensive
songbook under the nominal editorship of the director of the work then, Pastor
Loebsack. In reality, though, the work was carried out by Alexander and Olga
Goncharovs. The hymnal contains many songs whose text was either originally
composed by Olga Goncharov or that were translated by her and adapted to the music.

Finally, some time in the late 1950s or early 1960s, Boris Kositsin, a son of one of
the early Harbin converts of Babienco, who had filled several departmental offices in
the Sungari-Mongolian Mission before it was closed by World War 2, was invited first to
preach and sing on the radio and then to take over the direction of the VOP Russian
Department. This work, he and his wife, Helen, a daughter of Michael Kalabugin, the
last director of the Sungari-Mongolian Mission and pastor of the Harbin Russian
congregation through World War 2 and the Communist Revolution in China, carried on
for more than 25 years until his retirement in 1986.

The Russian language broadcasts of the VOP were heard over local stations in the
United States and Canada wherever there were significant Russian speaking
settlements, and also carried by the emerging Adventist World Radio network from
short-wave transmitters in West Germany, Portugal and Italy, beamed towards the
Soviet Union. The preaching and singing of these two Adventists from the Harbin
congregation were heard in a wide area of western Soviet Union. Both Boris and Helen
were very talented conservatory-trained singers). They were assisted in their ministry
by various other former members from the Harbin area. After the fall of Communism in
Russia, there surfaced taped copies of the VOP broadcasts that were surreptitiously
recorded and passed around the suppressed Adventist membership in the Soviet
Union.

The Russian Department of the Voice of Prophecy was also responsible, in
cooperation with the Pacific Press Publishing Association, for the translation,
reproduction and dissemination of Sabbath School Quarterlies, Week of Prayer
Readings and any other Russian Adventist literature for use any where in the world. At
that time access to the Soviet Union of Adventist literature was not allowed, so only
radio waves were able to penetrate the Iron Curtain. During this time another former
member of the Harbin congregation then living in Australia, Nadezhda Fateeva,
[married name Spector], translated and published in mimeograph form and in hand
binding, the Desire of Ages, and apparently also Early Writings by Ellen G. White, as
well as some other Spirit of Prophecy materials and took an active part in the translation
of the Mission Quarterlies, along with another former Harbiner, Maria Ivanoff, then living
in San Francisco.
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When Boris Kositsin retired, the VOP closed the Russian Department. This was
probably because of the pressure on the Russian Adventist leadership in the Soviet
Union by the KGB. The translation and worldwide distribution of Russian language
literature was undertaken by the Gospel Center of the Russian-American Church in Los
Angeles, California, headed by another Harbiner, who became involved in this work of
the Russian Department some time previously. When the supply of several titles of
Russian Adventist literature published by the VOP and Pacific Press ran out, the
Gospel Center reprinted the Great Controversy in a tabloid format as well as a
photocopied version of Steps to Christ. An interesting sidelight on the issuance of
Steps to Christ was that the pages were assembled and hand bound by a teenage girl
from a Russian Pentecostal family who was much impressed by the book and
volunteered for the project.

In 1988 the Soviet Union began allowing private importation of religious literature.
The Gospel Center was one of the first to send Russian Bibles and other literature to
the Soviet Union. One notable shipment contained several hundred thousand copies of
doctrinal brochures in the form of conversations with God, that were printed at the
Pacific Press and sent in a container. The Bibles were sponsored and sent individually
by members of a number of American Adventist congregations. Other literature went
through the mail to individuals and groups all across the Soviet Union, from one end to
the other, sometime in single pieces, and sometime by the mail-sack. An interesting
sidelight comes from the way requests for literature were received in Los Angeles from
the Soviet Union. When the first plan to send literature was made, it was shared with
just one person in the Soviet Union. Yet within the two or three years that the project
lasted (until the literature began to be printed in Russia by the various Adventist
churches and the newly established publishing house in Zaokski some 60 miles south
of Moscow) something between three and four thousand letters, many containing lists
of addresses of interested people were received by the Gospel Center. The need for
literature was so great that in some places missionary-minded laymen tore brochures
apart and gave out one page at a time to requesters, and then exchanged the pages on
their next visit.

Another wave from the stone thrown into water by Babienko back in Harbin reached
Russia. After the fall of Communism, the Adventist church there needed to expand the
Seminary and to build a number of major church buildings in various places. For
various reasons it was found expedient to invite a construction superintendent from
overseas. Mr. Kulic was brought in from Sydney, Australia, to take this post.
Interestingly enough, his mother was one of the early members of the Russian
Adventist congregation in Harbin who emigrated to Australia before the World War 2.

This brief review of the Russian Adventist work abroad during the Soviet regime
focuses on the efforts and effects of the Russian Adventist mission in China. A more
complete story would have to include the records of the church in Australia, South
America and Europe.
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Comments on the Mission Library
[by George Selivanoff]

The story of the part of the Russian Mission in China Library that is in my charge
reflects the story of the Seventh-day Adventist work among the Russians in diaspora on
several continents. It by no means includes the whole story, but it deals with an almost
continuous line of work that lasted from the time immediately following the Russian
revolution of 1917 to the time when open Adventist work was restored in post-Soviet
Union Russia. This story is illustrated with some samples of the work done at other
places that intertwined with the original Mission in some ways and expanded its story
and its influence. | am adding some such materials together with a few comments on
the additions.

The Communist Revolution of 1917 led to perhaps two million Russian refugees
leaving the country and scattered them across the face of the earth. The city of Harbin
and the surrounding territory of Manchuria, in China, held perhaps the largest and the
most coherent group. Some of this was due to the fact that the city was built as an
administrative and maintenance center by the Russian railway company that
constructed a shortcut for the Trans-Siberian railroad through China. This work brought
in a large number of Russian citizens so there was already a large resident Russian
population. Another reason that made Harbin attractive to refugees was that the
retreating anti-communist government carried with it across Siberia a large group of well
educated, trained civilians and military officers and their families. These settled in
Harbin.

Into that milieu of confused and impoverished refugees broke a flood of various
missionary groups from Europe and America. Seventh-day Adventist's had a few
believers in Harbin early in the 20th century, but the work was slow and largely
personal. In 1920 the Church sent a dynamic Ukrainian-Canadian missionary, Theophil
T. Babienco, who began large scale evangelistic work, established several
congregations along the railway line, built two church buildings in Harbin, trained
workers, opened a mission school with elementary and secondary grades that quickly
acquired a good reputation in town, and set up a publishing house. Babienco also had
several graduates of the Bible School who went on to open the Adventist work among
the Mongols before missionary Otto Christianson, the first Adventist overseas
missionary, was sent there.

The Mission office library was established in this chaotic but busy environment. lts
early holdings came from the personal library of T. T. Babienco. It included books,
tracts, and periodicals published by Adventists in Russia before and after the
Revolution—for a few years after the revolution there was significant relaxation of control
over the non-Orthodox groups—and from the Brookfield, lllinois, branch of the Pacific
Press that published a Russian edition of the Great Controversy, a monthly magazine,
and a series of small tracts. Additions to the library also came from donations by
travellers and refugees, from antiquarians, book sellers and flee markets, and from
church members. Over the years it was supplemented by publications from the Mission
Press.
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Among the first publications to be included in this library were titles published by
Adventists in Russia before and just after the 1917 Revolution. Among the last
additions to this library were new publications from the newly established Adventist
publishing house in the Soviet Union. These new publications began coming even
before the fall of the Soviet Union and the rise of a new Russia. Thus, there is a
complete circle represented in this library.

The Gospel Center in California, the last service arm of the Library, sponsored the
printing, by the Adventist press in the Soviet Union, of several thousand copies of the
book, So You Want to Be a Leader, by Robert Pierson. The church needed the
instruction in this book for the many newly recruited Adventist ministers in the Soviet
Union.

The task of the Library had been accomplished and the Library can now be retired
to an archival location as a historic record and as a witness to the ability of God to carry
His plans over the years despite the adverse circumstances created by evil men. The
Adventist church in Russia now is again able to publish Adventist literature and
distribute it with the help of local publishing houses to Russian speaking readers around
the world.

Should new persecution in Russia extinguish the press there, or anywhere else for
that matter, this small Mission Library will serve as a silent witness that somehow,
somewhere, someone will still continue God's work as He directs.

Specific notes
There is no particular order to the following notes. They were written as the files
were taken out of the storage places.

[Please note there are many names included below. This may be useful for research on the Russian work of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. There is also a degree of repetition. Some was removed during editing, but others
remain. Also, George Selivanoff liked to write long sentences. Some of this was corrected during editing. Note that
part way through this section the editing stops. The remainder is as Selivanoff submitted it.—Editors]

The following notes discuss publications that were in the Russian Mission in China
Library when George Selivanoff prepared this document. We assume all of these
resources are still in the Library at the Andrews University Center for Adventist
Research. During processing, periodicals were often transferred to the Center’s
periodical collection. We did not get rid of anything. What we received is still here.
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Mission Quarterly

The files of the Mission Quarterly are from the Gospel Center of the Russian-

American Church in Glendale, CA. They demonstrate several points.

« Small foreign language community does not get many services from the
Adventist Church at large. English speaking Adventists take these services for
granted.

» Such communities are self reliant and try to do the best despite limited
resources of talent, time and money.

« Such communities can form worldwide cooperative arrangements to supply
whatever they wish to have.

e The Russian Mission in China had a long lasting and global impact.

I am not aware that Mission Quarterly was ever issued by the Adventist Church in
the Russian language until the Gospel Center of the Glendale Church began preparing
and distributing translations soon after its establishment. Prior to that time, émigre
Russian congregations and members around the world had to do without or to depend
on somebody now and then translating individual articles. There is a sample of
individual translations for some Sabbaths in 1987 at the beginning of the file.

The small Russian congregation in Glendale desperately struggled to maintain the
established Sabbath School routine despite the declining number and aging
membership. It was hard to supply the stories in Russian regularly. Then one of the
Glendale members, Nadejda Gorbenko, suggested in early 1987 or so, that perhaps
the work could be divided among several congregations and active members in the US,
Canada and Australia. Elder Kositsin, former pastor of the congregation, retired
speaker of the Russian VOP from Canada, and former secretary of the Mission in
China, Mrs. Nadejda Spector, an active volunteer translator of Spirit of Prophecy books
and formerly a member in Harbin, Herman Kaositsin, also from Harbin, in Australia, and
Jacob Volkov, an active Adventist in California and Mrs. Maria Mitrophanovna Ivanoff, a
tireless worker in the San Francisco church, and former member of the Mission, in the
United States, were recruited to do a few translations each quarter. The first test
translation was done in the former Soviet Union for the fourth quarter, 1992, and the
second and third quarters of 1993 were done at my request by recently converted
professional translators, and reflects their lack of familiarity with the Adventist
vocabulary. It may be an interesting case study of working in foreign missions through
translators, as was the case in the Soviet Union with many American evangelists going
there and is now with the Share Him program. By the way, Heikke? Silvet, a former
worker in the Soviet Union, wrote a master's thesis at LaSierra University on the
subject. The Gospel Center undertook to coordinate the work and distribute the
Mission Quarterly to the readers.

| do not remember how many copies were printed on the copying machine, but
eventually copies went across the United States and Canada, South America, Australia,
Greece, Germany, and even Russia, including the Seminary, and the Ukraine. The file
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copies, and to save expense | have only the working file copies of some of the

issues, reflect that time and funds were limited. Mostly there was no time to print the
text uniformly and the pages were assembled as they came from translators on
different size paper, with different fonts, they were photocopied, stapled and sent out.
Now members had the stories to go along with the invitations to contribute to missions.

Thus work continued for eight years until the Russian publishing house at Zaoksky
began translating and distributing the Mission Quarterly in 1995. | think there are some
samples of their edition in the collection.

The Voice of Prophecy Russian Department files

The story of the extent of the influence of the Sungari-Mongolian Russian Mission in
China would not be complete without including the Russian Department of the Voice of
Prophecy.

If | got the story straight, sometime in the early 1950s, some Russian Adventists in
the United States urged the VOP to add Russian language lessons to their Bible
Correspondence School, and they provided some funds. Several Russian pastors in
California supplied the early materials and perhaps even did broadcasts. These
included

« Alexis Klement (Havrenko)

« formerly a pastor in the Ukraine
» at the time a teacher of Russian at the Los Angeles City College
» Two pastors of the San Francisco Church
» George Melashenko, former academy Bible teacher in Canada
« T. Zhivotenko (Storm),
» pastor from the Ukraine,
» who had broadcast experience.
+ Some time toward the end of 1950's they involved Boris Vladimirovich Kositsin
« asecond generation Adventist, being a convert of the Mission
« born in Harbin but living in Vancouver, British Columbia
« music and preaching ministry at the VOP.
« whose mother,
+ soon after joining the church in Harbin, served as a Bible Worker and as
the Secretary for the Mission
» and his wife Helen
« daughter of Michael Andreyevich Kalabugin, who took over the Mission
direction after the foreign missionaries left before World War 2 got going,

Sometime soon Boris Kositsin became the speaker of the Russian VOP and was
among the early broadcasters on the fledgling Adventist World Radio. For more than a
quarter of a century these productions of the Mission in China, though no longer
physically in China, served as the center of the Russian work of the Adventist Church
outside the Soviet Union. They broadcasted in North America and via short wave radio
into the western portion of the Soviet Union.
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The work of the Kositsins at the VOP included production of radio broadcasts that
combined spiritual and health topics, and finding and providing music for them. The
available files contain many transcripts of the talks, but the original tapes unfortunately
were destroyed when Elder Kositsin passed away. | have not yet had time to check
and copy the only available copies of voice productions in my private collection. Some
of them are in 8-inch real-to-reel tape format with two track as supplied to radio
stations.

When the Russian Mission in China disbanded, the library went with the Kositsins
and Kalabugins to Canada. When the Russian work became centered in the Los
Angeles area, and specifically at the Voice of Prophecy, the VOP became the base for
this Russian language library. Through the years, numerous donations added to the
collection including a considerable collection of language and literature books in order
to keep the broadcast language correct and up to date.

Besides the correspondence courses and radio broadcasts, the Russian
Department translated and published Sabbath School lessons, W eek of Prayer
readings and a number of evangelistic booklets, independently or in cooperation with
the Pacific Press. These publications were few and modest in size and simple in
design, reflecting the limited budget allocated to the Russian Department. Most of
these are represented in the current holdings, along with a few files reflecting the
operations of the Department that may be of interest to somebody looking for the
Department history. | do not think the official VOP files contain much material about it.

When the VOP moved from its Glendale location to Simi Valley it was decided to
find a less expensive location for the Russian Department. It was moved to Nelson, in
the interior of British Columbia, Canada. It remained there until B. V. Kositsin retired in
1986. A replacement for him was found and the VOP Board voted its approval.
However, the Russian Department was precipitously closed by a decision of the
General Conference officers, even though until then contributions from listeners and
supporters paid for most of its non-radio related expenses.

File of Work by Others on Behalf of the Russian Work

Beside the work of the Russian Mission in China, other workers and laymen carried
on in other places. Very early after the Russian Revolution the Pacific Press
International Branch in Brookfield, Illinois, published a Russian translation of the Great
Controversy, a number of brochures and a monthly magazine, Signs of Our Times,
edited by Yakovenko and Burley, as well as Sabbath School lessons. Yakovenko also
compiled and published a substantial songbook with music. Apparently the edition was
small, because it quickly went out of print and Russian congregations in San Francisco
and Los Angeles issued their own small compilations mostly without music. As the
Mission picked up publishing in Harbin, it seems that the Pacific Press ceased
producing all Russian language literature except the Mission Quarterly.
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The Library also has a few samples of publications that were done in Latvia and
Poland by Babienco and Matsanoff, a minister from Russia living in Latvia.

After World War 2, a number of Russian speaking Adventist refugees arrived in the
United States, among them a tireless evangelist, minister, poet and musician,
Zhivotenko (he went here under the name Dr. Storm). He became the pastor of the San
Francisco church, held public evangelistic meetings, began radio talks, published a
small songbook with music, and a monthly magazine with the same name as the one
discontinued by the Pacific Press. It appears that he may have participated in the
creation of the Russian Department at VOP. He continued his work well into his
retirement years. Much of the material he printed on the press in his own home, and
later, after the press was accidentally destroyed in an oil explosion in his garage, on a
photocopy machine. When the Southern California Conference could not afford to
provide a pastor the the Russian group in Glendale, Elder Zhivotenko took an active
role in serving that congregation , driving 70 miles from Loma Linda every Sabbath to
preach and to bring his newly printed leaflets. As a last service to the church before he
left the area to live with his daughter, he gifted the poor congregation with a sum of
money from the sale of his house that enabled it to stay open until a new wave of
younger immigrants from the Soviet Union arrived and took over the operations of the
church. And not only stay open, but in time the old faded and torn theater seats were
replaced with brand new pews and a new carpet, and then, with extra donations air-
conditioning was added. A collection of his magazines was already in the Mission
Library as it was augmented at VOP, and | have added a folder of his later pieces that |
had on hand.

Another former pastor in the Ukraine-post-war refugee stream, Alexis Havrenko also
known as Alexis Klement, was also involved in the setting up of the Russian
Department of the VOP. He wrote a booklet published by Pacific Press, probably for
the VOP, Ymo lMpuHecem Bydywee (What the future will bring).

An interesting piece done by a lay woman, K. Lonhiades, was intended to stimulate
interest in Bible Study among non-members. She was a member of the San Francisco
Russian congregation. She transcribed by hand selected religious poetry dealing with
biblical events between the creation and the reign of David and mimeographed it for
public distribution.

[The remainder of this text is unedited. It is as Selivanoff submitted it.]

The Library has nothing of the work of another one time pastor of the SF church,
George Melashenko, during his pastorate there, but there is a record that indicates that
for some time he had a radio program in Los Angeles after his retirement and while he
served as a part time pastor of the Glendale congregation. In his retirement and while
he pastored in Glendale, he wrote a book, Kem n Koraa Cy66ota bbina iameHeHa Ha
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BockpeceHbe (How and When the Sabbath was Changed to Sunday). The book does
not relate to the Mission in China itself, but because it was edited, prepared for
publication and set in type by a former member of the Harbin congregation it properly
belongs to the story of the Russian Mission as an extension of its influence. The impact
of that Mission truly extended far and wide. Pastor Melashenko's book was printed for
North America by Pr. lichuk, and Melashenko sponsored the printing of it in the Soviet
Union, somewhere in Siberia with the help of Peter Kulakov before the Churches
publishing house there was even planned. But even before the printed book was
published, typewritten copies were taken to Russia, reproduced there in several
formats, all in the original typesetting of the early versions! The demand was so great
and apparently they were widely distributed.

The files contain a folder with a sample child evangelism work of a German-Russian
tayman in Northern California, Paul Hann, who devoted countless hours to collecting
overrun pages from the Bible Story books printed by the PPPA, and cutting and pasting
up hand made picture books for Russian children that he sent to the Soviet Union once
that became possible.

Pastor lichuk, one time the speaker of the Ukrainian VOP, in 1993 finally completed
a project initiated in Harbin by the second Mission director, M. Ya. Popov in 1925. He
printed the book MoauepkHyTas bubnusa (Marked Bible) that was translated by
Ekaterina Ivanovna Brajnikova, writer and editor at the Mission press in Harbin. After
both the director and the translator moved to San Francisco, the manuscript
languished. Eventually Olga Goncharova and M. Ivanoff edited it and, probably at the
urging of Mrs Maria M Ivanoff, one of the early converts and workers at the Mission
(see picture with the Mission story) and a very active member of the SF congregation,
the manuscript was turned over to Pastor lichuk for printing.

The holdings include at least samples of the work by émigré Russian members
intended to share the Good News with non Adventist Russians scattered abroad and
later in the former Soviet Union, done with little funds, often at personal expense, and
almost completely without supporting structure within the church.

Manuscript Translations of Nadejda Spector

The Library contains several manuscript translations of the Conflict of the Ages
books by Mrs. Spector from Australia, but formerly from the territory of the Russian
Mission in China, where she was known in her youth as Nadia Fateeva. Completely
voluntarily and probably without financial aid from anybody she not only translated the
books, but mimeographed a limited number of typewritten copies of the Desire of Ages,
had them bound by hand and made them available to select recipients. One copy is
in the Library. She did not translate the Great Controversy, which had been published
by the Pacific Press sometime before 1920 because it was available when Babienko
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began his mission in China. | know it because my mother, who joined the church in
1920 did so after reading the book.

Mrs. Spector also translated and mimeographed the Guide to the study of the Spirit
of Prophecy — Prophetic Guidance in the Advent Movement, also in the Library.

Other Manuscripts in the Library

The Great Controversy in a condensed format was the only Conflict book available
in Russian to the public for perhaps 75 years before the Zaoksky publishing house put
out the whole series in the early 1990ies. There were smaller books, such a Steps to
Christ and a pamphlet Sufferings of Christ, also Mount of Blessings and some articles
issued as pamphlets. But that was all. The Harbin publishing house had Mrs. Brajnikoff
translate Christ’s Object Lessons. It was printed by the Mission publishing house
Sputnik Zhizni (Life Companion) in 1930 and apparently reprinted without significant
changes by the Zaoksky house.

The need for more of the Spirit of Prophecy books was felt keenly by members who
had to believe in the Gift in the Church without seeing most of it. And so several
attempts to translate were made. The Library has two different MSS of the Great
Controversy of uncertain provenance. One was given by Pastor Melashenko with
comment that it may have been translated in Russia by a Mrs. Parasei long time ago,
and another was in possession of Pastor Zaft, a German-Canadian who sent it to me,
but could not remember how he got it, where it came from and who was the translator.
It may be interesting to have someone compare the different translations (there was
one published in the 1990's in Kishinev that reads differently from the two other issues)
to trace the process of translation and closeness to the original. | made several
attempts at translation, but being out of practice in speaking or writing Russian it was
hard and exhausting and | did not do much. Somebody named Dyshkovsky transiated
The Sanctified Life. Lacking editorial support and publishing funds the manuscripts
languished.

Some time in the past Pastor Melashenko translated the book Education, and
apparently intended it to be published by the PPPA. But that did not happen and
eventually he turned the manuscript to the Gospel Center at the Glendale church in Los
Angeles, because it was involved in the small scale publishing work and there were
plans to expand the list. At that point the influence of the Russian Mission appeared
again, one, because the Center was headed by a Harbiner, a product of the Mission
and two, because the publishing was heavily depended on the reprints from the Mission
Library. As it happened, the General Conference Dept of Education was at the time
preparing to train teachers in the Euro-Asia Division and borrowed the manuscript to
hand the materials to the prospective teachers there. The manuscript needed some
editing. Some of it was done under the direction of Reo Ganson, the Associate Director
of the Dept of Education at the GC. Be as it may, apparently the version sent to Russia
stimulated the publishing house in Zaoksky to issue an official Russian translation.
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In the Library there is a MS of The Final Crisis and Deliverance, a compilation from
the writings of Mrs. White. There is also a MS by an unknown author entitled Question
one can not avoid: an address to all people, believers, doubters and unbelievers . A
small book by HMS Richards Jr, Fireworks in the Sky, has been translated, probably by
Mrs Spector, and the MS is in the Library files.

There is also a Russian translation MS of a small book by Samuel Jacobson, a
former ardent Lithuanian Jew who joined the Adventist church after carefully
investigating Biblical references to God and Messiah. His book describes his search
and his conclusions and is intended for the Jewish readers, although it is very
interesting for all. As an Adventist, Jacobson received theological training at WMC and
perhaps the Seminary. He spent his life as a lay evangelist for the Jews. (The
translation is by Leonid Fundo, formerly a minister in Russia of Jewish extraction-- and
related to the founder of the Soviet secret police-- who took an active part in the
formation of the first new congregations in Moscow after the campaigns by Mark Finley,
at which he did some of the translation, but later emigrated to the USA and faded from
view. The translation may have been sponsored by the Quiet Hour where Fundo did
a number of other translations).

Re: Gospel Center files

The description of the Gospel Center at the Glendale Russian-American Church and
its goals and early progress is best given in its first annual report for 1987, that was sent
to NAD and Union and local conference. The report is in English but the Appendices,
showing samples of its output are in Russian. However, they are described in the text.

One leaflet in the series Chto Govorit Biblia (what does the Bible say) marked as
appendix F was later reprinted more than 40,000 copies in Moscow by the ministers
there, probably the first mass circulation leaflet in the Division and was used for public
distribution by the church members and visiting youth groups from America in Moscow
and several large cities of Russia and Ukraine. A copy of the reprint on a yellowish
paper in the General file.

The Bible-People-to-People project is described and some memorabilia filed in a
separate folder. Of special interest are the voluminous lists of names of people in the
USSR that wanted Bibles. Once one person in the USSR was informed that some
Bibles were available, more than 3,000 letters came, some with individual addresses,
but hundreds contained long lists of names.

Also in the box is a sample Bible package that was offered in the program
preaddressed with postage and customs ticket applied. There is one or even several
pictures and a Pacific Union Recorder article concerning the program and the Bible
dedication event in the folders..
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The Administrative files folder contains a few documents reflecting the direction and
the extent of the engagement of the Center in the Adventist work among and for the
Russian speaking public. Most of these are in English. There is also a folder of sample
requests for literature from a variety of places around the world.

The Reprint folder contains samples of some of the pamphlets and brochures
reprinted or translated by the Gospel Center. One of the brochures, Erling Calkins Talk
to God about the Sabbath was first issued by the Russian Dept of the VOP and 600
copies were reprinted by the Center in a humble fashion. But when Elder Zhukaluk, the
President of the Church in the Ukraine saw it, he wanted 50,000. The Center added
three more of the series, PPPA printed them and 200,000 in total were sent as is seen
in the Recorder clipping and picture filed in the General folder. A separate folder
shows the evolution of the xeroxed edition of the Thoughts from the Mount of Blessings,
reprinted with the approval of the EGW Estate, as it was hand assembled and glued to
the cover (by a young pentecostal girl, seventeen or so, who was greatly impressed by
the book) and finally trimmed.

Later the Center joined for 2000 copies each in the order that was being printed by
PPPA for NAD sister conferences in the former Soviet Union of Mpasuna Cyactnueois
XusHu (Thoughts from the Mount of Blesssings) and Cembs 1 3aoposbe (Family and
Health, condensed translation of the Ministry of Healing).

There is also a file of ZVENO, the periodic newsletter of the Center, meant to be
monthly, but eventually issued irregularly because of the pressure of mailing other
materials, that after a while went to the Soviet Union by the mail-bag as shown in one of
the handwritten notes in the General folder. Two of the last issues were reprints of the
long out of print edition of the Great Controversy, parts one and two, in tabloid format. |
do not know if the Church has ever published EGW in such a form, but this was within
our means and met a crying need here and in the Soviet Union. | am enclosing a tube
with a sample page paste up. The special edition numbered 7,500 copies of
each. Part three had been issued by the VOP in a booklet format as Inescapable
Conflict and was still available after Bob Edwards, of the VOP Quartet fame, rescued
boxes of them from destruction in the dumpster when the VOP headquarters was being
moved away from Glendale.

Not all plans for the Gospel Center materialized. The funds were not the problem.
Amazingly, money came whenever there were projects to be completed. In one
instance, when the GC reprint was planned, a thousand dollars were needed. On a
Sabbath, when the weekly mail was first seen, there was a check for $100. Not enough
to do the project. During that week another letter brought exactly $900, no more and no
less. And that was not the only time. More could be done if there were more people
available and there was formal organization established within the Church to prepare
for and supply the needs of the post-Soviet Russia. As it was, the experienced Russian
workers were past retirement age and not involved in planning, while the needs in the
already established fields competed strongly for institutional support from the organized
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Church. The rapid developments in the Soviet Union outrun the limited capacity of the
Center. Before long public evangelism all across that country drained the Center of
much of its supplies and took away the director for an assignment in the new

Division. And soon thereafter the need for the Center was replaced with the revived
Church facilities in the former Soviet Union.

The Gospel Center was really another continuation of the Mission in China, in
another time and another place, and its concluding phase. Much of the material it
published was derived from the Mission Library, and its leader was a product of the
Mission. His mother was an early Bible worker there (see the picture with the story of
the Adventist work in China elsewhere).

Addendum

There are several books from the Mission Press that are not in the extant collection
of the Mission Library. It is most probable that | did not include them when Pastor
Kositsin and | selected the books for special preservation because they already were in
my personal library (space was limited). Some we may have missed. And some were
lost in the many moves of the Library. | list two that | have and that will at some time
join the collection. As | discover more relevant material in my own library and files, |
shall add to the list.

Brajnikoff. Ha Ctpaxe Bocnutanus (Guarding the rearing of our Children).
Harbin Mission 1935

White. HaeanadHsie Ypoku Xpucma (Christ’s Object Lessons). Frontispiece says
Review and Herald, but in fact the book was translated at the Harbin Mission,
1930, by Brajnikoff, | was told by mother.
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