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Scope and Content

Goodloe Harper Bell (1832-1899) was a leading figure in the development of the
Seventh-day Adventist educational system.  After Bell’s conversion into Adventism in
1867, he became, in 1872, the first teacher of a small private school (elementary and
secondary) at Battle Creek, Michigan.  This school, two years later, evolved to become
Battle Creek College, the denominations first institution of higher education.   Although
he never completed his formal education, Bell’s love of learning motivated him to study
on his own, qualifying him to teach a variety of subjects at Battle Creek College, with
English as his specialty.  Over the years he published several reading primers.  From
1882 to 1884, Bell became the founding principal of South Lancaster Academy in
Massachusetts, after which he retired, still occupied with writing articles and textbooks
on education.  Bell passed away in a tragic horse and carriage accident in 1899.

This collection consists of documents collected by Allan G. Lindsay (b. 1935) for
his 1982 Doctor of Education dissertation, Goodloe Harper Bell, Pioneer Seventh-day
Adventist Christian Educator, at Andrews University. Allan Lindsay became director of
the Ellen G. White and Adventist Research Centre in Australia.  He wrote and presented
the Keepers of the Flame video series on Adventist history, produced by the Adventist
Media Centre in Sydney.

Arrangement

This collection is divided into five major sections, all related to the life and career
of G. H. Bell: General Biographical, Correspondence, Writings, Battle Creek College,
and History.  For more detail see the Table of Contents.

Provenance

Allan Lindsay donated his dissertation research materials to the Andrews
University Heritage Room in1982.

Extent

1 Hollinger Box [0.4 linear feet]
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Use

All users of this collection will complete the AApplication to Use Unpublished
Records,@ and observe the regulation specified in the APatron=s Agreement@ and
AResearcher=s Code of Conduct.@  All records in this collection are open and available
for research.  Suggested citation for this collection:

Box ___, fld ___, Allan G. Lindsay Collection: Goodloe Harper Bell (Collection
041), Center for Adventist Research, James White Library, Andrews University,
Berrien Springs, MI. 
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Goodloe Harper Bell: 
Allan G. Lindsay Collection

(Collection 041)

I. General Biographical

Fld 1 Genealogy

Blodget-Blodgett Descendants of Thomas Cambridge (3       
pages)

Ten Generations of Blodgetts in America, pages 5-11, 
23, 56-58, 130

Bell Family Records, pages 20-24
An attempt to locate the descendants of Goodloe Harper Bell

by Glenn L. and L. Jean Davis (3 pages)
Donna M. Verleger,  Miller Family Tree (1 page)
Notes on Chauncey S. Bell, A.M. Bell, Ambrose D. Bell (1     

page)
Photocopied picture of Omar Bell (1 page)

Fld 2 Legal documents

Petition for Assignment of Dower (2 pages)
Probate Court, County of Muskegon, November 4, 1907,       

concerning the estate of Darwin G. Bell
Warranty Deed, Nelson Doud to David Bell, Register of         

 Deeds, Hillsdale & Warranty Deed, David and Lucy
Bell to Horace Bonen (2 pages)

Register, Frederick Fowler to David Belle [sic] (2 pages)
Widow’s pension of Harriet Bryant, claimant to husband      

George Bryant, who died in the Civil War (21 pages)
Divorce of Louisa Bell and D. Omar Bell, son of Goodloe H.   

Bell

Fld 3 Obituaries

Mrs. Louisa F. Bell
Mrs. Louise [sic?] F. Bell
Clara F. Bell
Mrs. Harriet E. Bell, The Battle Creek Daily Journal                

(November 15, 1906), page 8
Death Beckons Mrs. Eva [Bell] Giles, Writer, Editor, 

The Battle Creek Moon-Journal (February 27, 1931),
page 22
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Fld 4 Publications related to Bell family

Portrait and Biographical Record of Muskegon and 
Ottawa Counties Michigan, pages 226-227

Appleton’s Cyclopaedia of American Biography Vol. I, entry, 
“Carpenter,” page 530

United States Census of 1st Precinct, Dallas, Texas 
(June 22, 1900) (2 pages)

Civil War Index of George Bryant (3 pages)
Record of Service of Michigan Volunteers in the Civil 

War, 1861-1865, pages 1-4, 12
Biographical History of Northern Michigan, entry 

“Charles A. Miller”
Selection from Dictionary of American Biography (Vol. VIII), 

entry “Harper, Robert Goodloe,” pages 285-286
Charles Horace Giles, Stories of Old Advent Town 

(Unpublished MS)
Goodloe H. Bell

Fld 5 Education

Letter from Antioch College stating no record of Bell
Letter from Eastern Michigan University stating no record of 

Bell

Fld 6 Legal documents

Land purchase, certification by Michigan governor
Land purchase, certification by commissioner of state land

Fld 7 Obituaries

Mary A. Steward, “We Mourn,” A tribute to Bell upon 
his death, Church and Sabbath School Bulletin

“Prof. G. H. Bell,”The Christian Educator, Vol. III No. 5 
(January 1899), pages 1, 122

“In the Good Old Summer Time,” Battle Creek Scrapbook,     
Vol II, page 96

“Prof. G. H. Bell Killed.” (unknown publication, January 17, 
1899)

“Terrible Fatality,” Battle Creek Daily Journal (January 17, 
1899), page 1

“Cypress Wreath,” Battle Creek Daily Journal (January 20, 
1899), Bell Gravestone Inscriptions, Kent County, MI
(2 pages)



G.  H.  Bell/Lindsay Collection, page 6

II. Correspondence

Fld 8 Letters written by Bell

Brother Edson, July 14, 1868
Ellen G. White, April 9, 1872
Willie C. White, August 21, 1878
Willie C. White, May 24, 1882
Unknown recipient, July 6, 1883
Ellen G. White, August 17, 1883
Mahlon Olson, December 23, 1895
My Dear Friend, January 12, 1896 
George, March 8, 1896

Fld 9 Letters mentioning Bell

M.E. Olsen (?) To “Dear Brother Alfred,” July 23, 1895
J. Edson White to Ellen White, October 10, 1895
George A. Irwin to Ellen G. White, January 20, 1899
Arthur G. Daniells to William W. Prescott, February 25, 1907

III. Writings

Bell’s textbooks

Fld 10 Selections

The Fireside Teacher, Volume II (May 1887- May       
1888), pages i-vii Natural Method in English,
pages vii-ix, 12-13, 98-102, 214-217 

Primary Language Lessons, pages 30-31
Studies in English and American Literature, pages 55- 

      56, 19-23,197-203

Fld 11 Advertisements

Natural Method in English
Bell’s Language Series, in The Christian Educator      

Vol. III, No 6
Punctuation Made Practical and Bell’s Natural Method

in English
The Fireside Teacher
Blank receipt for The Fireside Teacher
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Other Writings

Fld 12 Reports 

Selection from In the Matter of the G.H. Bell Estate
Selection from In the Matter of the G.H. Bell Estate     

(Certifications of the use of Bell’s books)
Minutes of General Conference meeting on proposed 

series of textbooks by Goodloe H. Bell

Fld 13 Articles
“Completeness,” Battle Creek College, Vol. 1, No. 1    

(January 1877), page 3
“English Grammar,” Battle Creek College, Vol. 1, 

No. 1 (January 1877), page 6
“Hints to Young Teachers,” The College Record, 

Vol. 3 (January 1879), pages 6-7
“A Practical Literary Education,” The Christian              

Educator, Vol. 1 No. 2 (August 1897), pages
28-30

“Good English: What It Is,” The Christian Educator,      
Vol. II No. 5 (May 1898), pages 11-12

True Culture (3 pages, manuscript)

Fld 14 Writings about Bell

John O. Waller, “Keynote” at Quadrennial Conference
on Higher Education English Section Meeting,
August 21, 1968

John O. Waller, “About Earlier Adventist Teachers,” in
Language Matters, pages 123-136

“Literary Mention,” The Christian Educator, Vol. I 
No. 3 (September 1897), page 65

O.F. Conklin, “Thanksgiving at the Health-Reform       
Institute,” The Health Reformer, Vol. I No. 5 
(December 1866), pages 74-75

George Royal Avery, “Personal Recollections of an      
Ideal Teacher”

Mrs. A.H. Roth, “A Teacher of the Olden Time”
W.C. White, Stories Regarding Early Education in        

Battle Creek, White Document File 256 (1
page)

LeRoy Froom, The Prophetic Faith of our Fathers       
(Vol. 4), pages 1130-1137
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Fld 15 Other writings

Edward Krug, The Secondary School Curriculum,        
pages 234-241

Circular New England School (Summer 1882), pages  
 1-4

Ella Graham Diary for 1882
Certificate of proxy for Clarence Ban (?) in place of S. 

Osborne at Battle Creek Reform Institute
meeting

Classical Mythology, page 385

IV. Battle Creek College

Fld 16 General

Selection from D.W. Reavis, I Remember, pages 83-92, 104- 
 121.

Compilation about Battle Creek College from White 
Document File 256 (7 pages)
Index of Review and Herald articles regarding Battle Creek   

College, 1855-1903
Founders Golden Anniversary Bulletin, pages 16-17, 26-29,   

46-48, 58 
Controversy at Battle Creek College

Fld 17 Correspondence

Goodloe H. Bell to Board of Battle Creek College, 
January 19, 1882

George I. Butler to Willie C. White, January 19, 1882
Unknown sender to Willie C. White, January 29, 1882
Stephen N. Haskell to Willie C. White, January 30, 1882
George I. Butler to Stephen N. Haskell, January 30, 1882
George I. Butler to Willie C. White, February 20, 1882
George I. Butler to Willie C. White, February 22, 1882
Uriah Smith to Ellen G. White, March 14, 1882
C.W. Stone, A. B. Oyen, and J.H. Kellogg to Ellen G. White, 

April 9, 1882
George I. Butler to Ellen G. White, April 26, 1882
George I. Butler to Ellen G. White, May 3, 1882
George I. Butler to Ellen G. White, May 16, 1882
George I. Butler to Ellen G. White, June 8, 1882
George I. Butler to Ellen G. White, June 28, 1882
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Uriah Smith to Ellen G. White, August 10, 1882
George I. Butler to Ellen G. White, August 12, 1882
George I. Butler to Ellen G. White, November 28, 1882
Uriah Smith to Ellen G. White, December 1, 1882
Manuscript Release 836, excerpt from Letter 24, 1883
Eva Bell, unknown recipient, undated

Fld 18 The Nightly Moon articles

“Teachers, Attention!” (August 15, 1879), page 2
“Trouble in the College,” (January 10, 1882), page 1
“Further Developments,” (January 11, 1882), page 1
“Our West End Pencil,” (January 23, 1882), page 2
“The College Trouble,” (January 25, 1882), page 1
“College Circus,” (January 26, 1882), pages 1-2
“The College Circus,” ( January 30, 1882), page 1
“The College Circus,” (January 31, 1882), page 1
“The College Circus,” (unknown date), page 1
“West End Dialogue,” (February 1, 1882), page 2
“Sociability in School,” (unknown date)
“College Circus,” (February 4, 1882),  page 2
“A Mother’s View,” (February 7, 1882), page 1-2
“Bell Bounced,” (February 22, 1882), page 1
“College Cullings,” (March 7, 1882), page 2
“College Culls,” (March 10, 1882), page 1
George I. Butler, “Advent College: Reasons for Its Closing     

and Its Re-Opening,” (August 9, 1883), pages 1-2
“Advent College: Another Side in Regard to Its Being             

Closed,” (August 10, 1883), page 1

Fld 19 Reports

“Remarks by Elder George I. Butler, Eve of January 25,        
1882"

Sidney Brownsberger, Notes and Incidents

V. History (Michigan and New York)

Fld 20 Early Michigan history

The Battle Creek Enquirer and the Evening News, pages 2-5 
History of Muskegon County (1 page)
History of Ottawa County (3 pages)
Michigan: A Centennial, pages 160-163
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Michigan: From Primitive Wilderness to Industrial                    
 Commonwealth, pages 152-155

Michigan Place Names, pages 94, 102, 330 

Fld 21 Educational history

The American Experience in Education, pages 20-21
The Development of High School Curricula in the North         

Central States from 1860-1918, pages 122-145 
Historical Sketches of Education in Michigan, pages 28-39,   

88-91
History of the Problems of Education, pages 372-377 
Catalog of the Oberlin Winter School, pages 11-12
The Evolution of the Common School, pages 404-413 
Michigan: A Centennial History, pages 218-220
Michigan: A Centennial History, pages 397-405
The Michigan Journal of Education, pages 362-367 
The Michigan Search for Educational Standards , pages 1-14
The Michigan Search for Educational Standards, pages 

15-33, 188-193 
Rural Life and Education, pages 86-89
School Funds and School Laws of Michigan, pages 190-203
The School Laws of Michigan with Notes and Forms, pages   

 26-31, 174-184
System of Public Instruction and Primary School Law of        

Michigan, pages 430-447, 468-475

Fld 22 Michigan educational reports

Reports of the Superintendent of Public Instruction of the       
State of Michigan for the Years 1855-1857, pages 16-
19, 46-51, 370-371

Twenty-Third Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public  
Instruction of the State of Michigan with
Accompanying Documents for the Year 1859, pages
24-27, 50-53

Twenty-Fourth Annual Report of the Superintendent of          
Public Instruction of the State of Michigan with
Accompanying Documents for the Year 1860, pages
20-23

Twenty-Fifth Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public   
Instruction of the State of Michigan with
Accompanying Documents for the Year 1861, pages
14-15, 50-53
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Twenty-Seventh Annual Report of the Superintendent of        
   Public Instruction of the State of Michigan with

Accompanying Documents for the Year 1863, pages
34-41

Twenty-Eighth Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction of the State of Michigan with
Accompanying Documents for the Year 1864, pages
48-53

Fortieth Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public          
Instruction of the State of Michigan with
Accompanying Documents for the Year 1876, viii-ix,
pages 186-189, 198-199

Forty-Fourth Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public   
Instruction of the State of Michigan with
Accompanying Documents for the Year 1880, pages
266-271, 302-309

Fld 23 Early New York history

A History of St. Lawrence and Franklin Counties, pages 448-
449

Geographical Gazetteer of Jefferson County, NY, pages 
728-732 

Historical Recollections of the State of New York, pages 
201-202, 212-213

Fld 24 Maps

Battle Creek, MI, 1894 (4 pages)
Chester Township, Ottawa, MI, (2 pages, unknown date,       

hardly legible)
Chester Township (3 copies), with note of location of 80 

acres purchased by Bell and locations of school
houses in Bell’s 1861 report

Ottawa County, MI (1 page, unknown date)
Upper New York State, 1970 (1 page)
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