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THE VITAL SPARK IN SELF-SUPPORTING MISSIONARY WORK

T SEEMS difficult, almost impossible

in fact, for many people to under-
stand the fine shade of meaning that
attaches to the term ‘self-supporting
missionary endeavor” as applied to this
work in the schools of the prophets in
ancient Israel, and as used in describing
the work that should be carried on by the
lay church members in our day as they
prepare for the end of their service in
this world. They apply the term readily
to Farmer Jones, who is a successful
agriculturist; to Neighbor Smith, who as
a salesman is mak-
ing a good living

It will be noted that on such occasions
Paul’s chief activity was not the plying of
his trade. He was giving the gospel. He
was teaching and healing. And he devoted
time to earning a living as a supplemen-
tary activity. In some cases when he was
among people who were suspicious of
his teachings, he allayed their suspicions
by living among them as a tent-maker.

In the city of Ephesus, that sensitive
place of idol worship, he labored for three
vears, judiciously giving the message of
the risen Christ, but
toiling daily with
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for himself and
family and so on.
And it is true; these
men are self-sup-
porting. 4

But there is a
deeper significance
to the term as used
in the instruction
given to church

THERE‘S a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea; |
And a kindness in His justice |
Which is more than liberty.

*

If our love were more simple,
We should take Him at His word;
And our lives would be all sunshine
In the sweetness of our Lord.

Aquila and Priscilla,
those ardent lay
members of the
church, who also
were noted for their
evangelistic work.
Of his experience
there, we are told:

AUL did not re-

* %
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workers in these
days. Perhaps that
finer interpretation of the term may be
sensed in the experiences of the Apostle
Paul, outstanding self-supporting mis-
sionary of the early Christian church. We
quote from The Acts of the Apostles.
EFORE he became a disciple of Christ,
Paul had occupied a high position,
and was not dependent upon manual
labor for support. But afterward, when
he had used all his means in furthering
the cause of Christ, he resorted at times
to his trade to gain a livelihood.”

gard as lost the
time thus spent. As
he worked with Aquila, he kept in touch
with the great Teacher, losing no op-
portunity of witnessing for the Saviour,
and of helping those who needed help.
His mind was ever reaching out for
spiritual knowledge. He gave his fellow-
workers instruction in spiritual things,
and he also set an example of industry
and thoroughness. He was a quick, skill-
ful worker, diligent in business, ‘fervent
in spirit, serving the Lord.
“As he worked at his trade, the apostle
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had access to a class of people that he
could not otherwise have reached. He
showed his associates that skill in the
common arts is a gift from God, who
provides both the gift, and the wisdom to
use it aright. He taught that in every-
day life, toil is to be honored. His toil-
hardened hands detracted nothing from
the force of his pathetic appeals as a
Christian minister.”

N these paragraphs is beautifully set

forth the underlying principle of the
self-supporting missionary work which
has been committed to Madison and its
affiliated rural units.

These schools are self-supporting in
that they do not ask for, nor accept,
subsidies, but are dependent upon the
earnings of the institution of which they
are a working part. As Paul was as-
sisted at times by friends who had means
and who made gifts, so the self-support-
ing institutions may be aided. But as far
as the workers are concerned, their live-
lihood is dependent upon the earnings of
the group.

Those who join forces with a group
of self-supporting mission workers do
so because they have faith in the principle
that God will provide ways and means for
their support, and will give them earn-
ing power through the farm, the medical
department, and otherwise, and because
they are in the enterprise primarily for
the service they can render for the
Master. They are willing that their skill
in manual arts be used for the support
of themselves and those associated with
them, but the spark that keeps the enter-
prise alive is the spiritual insight they
possess and the devotion they give to the
cause of God.

Democracy in Government

S in all cooperative enterprises, the
self-supporting workers must have a
form of organization, a form in accord
with the fundamental principles of their
enterprises. This is well illustrated by a
classic example in the history of our
country. The following quotations con-
cerning “Roger Williams—First Modern
American,” are taken from an article con-
tributed to The Reader’s Digest, Decem-
ber 1946 issue, by Donald Culrose Peattie.
“The date was February 5, 1631, but the
ideals and wvisions of that man, Roger
Williams, are close to every American
heart today . . .. Williams believed that
all men and women had equal rights,

while the Lord Brethren admitted to first-
class citizenship only such male humans
as had property and belonged to the ‘right’
church. ‘Democracy,’ wrote Governor
Winthrop, ‘is the meanest and worst form
of government.” And the Reverend John
Cotton asked, ‘If the people be governors,
who shall be governed?’

“To that, Williams had an answer. ‘The
civil power is originally and fundamental-
ly in the people,” he said. ‘The officers
of the state,” he told the disenfranchised
majority, ‘are your servants, there to do
your bidding.”

HIS doctrine of power in the hands

of the common people was too much
for the strict Puritan fathers, and Roger
Williams had to escape for his life in the
midst of a New England winter.

Roger Williams had been earning his
living by farming. He was a self-sup-
porting farmer-missionary to the Indians,
who learned to love and trust him because
he was honest with them. And while the
pews of the orthodox ministers were de-
serted, the congregations of Roger Wil-
liams continued to grow.

The point to be noted is this: To Roger
Williams we are largely indebted for the
principles of personal and religious liber-
ty, the separation of church and state,
and other foundation stones in the Con-
stitution of the United States.

He grasped the key to democracy—that
power belongs to the people; that authori-
ty is delegated to officers by the common
people, and is not inherent with their
position. These are eternal principles
with any free people, and they apply
equally in the government of the state
and the church.

Implication in Self-Supporting

Mission Work

HEN a man, a family, or a group of

families, as the case may be, join
forces to operate a self-supporting enter-
prise for missionary purposes, they place
their time, talents, earning power—every-
thing, into the enterprise. It is by their
combined efforts that the institution be-
comes self-sustaining; and by the law that
is fundamental in the Constitution of
the United States, authority belongs to
those who carry the burdens, earn the
support. The management of the affairs
of the institution belongs to those who
are integrally connected with it. This
democratic setup is as essential to the
welfare of the self-supporting mission
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workers’ cause as it is to the welfare and
maintenance of the democratic structure
of the United States.

Insidious attacks have been made on
the fundamentals of the American gov-
ernment. Men today are conscious of the
fact that while the form of democracy
still exists, the spirit is rapidly being
lost. The individual is losing out; govern-
ment ownership and management is re-
placing private industry. It is equally
well known that the change spells ruin
to the greatest government the world has
ever known.

Likewise, if the power of control by
the individual in the self-supporting work
is shackled or destroyed, the spirit that
has made this work possible is taken
from it. It becomes a lifeless form.

HE lay people of the church have

ahead of them the greatest service
ever performed by any religious organiza-
tion. They are today being called from the
cities to a distinct type of self-supporting
missionary endeavor. For the success of
this work, the laity need thorough edu-
cation in the principles of the Christian
democracy.

“Discouragements and obstacles can be used to strengthen character as dams,
make it possible for rivers to generate electricity: they impede the flow, but they

increase the power.

Defects are inescapable; failures are as certain as the sparks

fly upward. By the side of every mountain is a valley, and by the side of every

oasis is a desert.”

BIG BROTHERS' GIFT TO MADISON

o ITH never a letup in their year-
round welfare program, Big Broth-
ers announced yesterday the presentation
to Madison Rural Sanitarium of a Hess
infant incubator for use in the new fif-
teen-bed obstetrical ward in that hospital.
The incubator will be used primarily in
the care of Prematurely-born babies.
“Walter H. Hilgers, superintendent of
the sanitarium, announced a two-pound,
thirteen-ounce new-born baby awaiting
the incubator, and the gleaming contrap-
tion was immediately wheeled off down
the hall.

“President John H. Teas said that Big
Brothers have worked hand in hand with
Madison Sanitarium in many welfare
cases, stating that the institution had per-
formed services valued at $30,000 in their
1946 welfare program of giving needed
medical attention to persons unable fi-
nancially to pay for the care. In 1945, Big
Brothers’ gift to the sanitarium was an
oxygen tank.

“On the 23rd of December, Big Broth-
ers plan to distribute 1,500 Christmas
baskets.”” —From The Nashville Tennes-
sean, December 7.

MADISON FOODS

GAIN Madison Foods has closed a

successful year. God was good to us,
and as we recount His blessings, I am
sure our workers can truthfully say, “It
is good to be here.”

During several periods in 1946 the flesh
food supply was critical, and consequent-
ly the demand on us to furnish meat
alternates was heavy. Thus we gained
many new users of our products, some of
whom are real converts. We are remind-
ed of the instruction given us—and we
lean heavily on the promise—that some
day the food work will be brought into
greater prominence. We are told: “Flesh
was never the best food; but its use is
now doubly objectionable, since disease
in animals is so rapidly increasing.”

At times during the past year we al-

most despaired of securing some essential
supplies, such as oil, flour, certain season-
ings, and containers; but Ged’s hand was
over us, and He opened ways by which
our needs were met. We feel that the
statement made by Mordecai to Queen
Esther many years ago is also applicable
to those connected with health food
manufacture, that “we are come for
such a time as this.”

Many inquiries for certain commodities
have come to us from those seeking
health. These requests lead us to place
on the market the Family Food Box,
which contains such items as whole wheat
flour, high protein flour (for washing out
gluten), peanut butter, soybeans, pow-
dered yeast (for making sandwich spread)
and a few of our canned products. These
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items, together with recipes and instruc-
tions, enable health-minded individuals
to prepare their own health foods. While
the response so far is light, yet the Fam-
ily Food Box is destined to play its part
along with our other products; Kreme
O’Soy, an alternate for cow’s milk: our
meat alternates: Stakelets, Zoyburger,
Yum, Not Meat, Vigorost, Soy Cheese,
and Bite Size Stakelets; our Bakery prod-
ucts: Soy Muffins, Soy Bread, and Whole
Wheat Bread. These foods assist health-
minded people to have a balanced diet
without the use of flesh foods.

WE are happy that, during the latter
part of 1946, Mr. George Norris, well
known in hea th food manufacturing, has
connected with us as manager of pro-
duction and sales promotion. We are
confident that his association with Madi-
son Foods will prove a blessing. Mr. Nor-
ris’ account of the circumstances leading
to his connecting with Madison Foods is
as follows:

“After nearly eight years’ work in con-

nection with our food factory in Buenos Aires,
I left that field to enjoy a well-earned fur-

"the Lord was calling us here.

lough in England with my wife and daughter.
The South American Division voted that I
should have the privilege of visiting our food
factories in the United States with an idea
of benefitting me in my work when the time
came to return to the Argentine. In my itiner-
ary. was included a visit to Madison Foods,
which proved very enjoyable, and Brother
Holland and his associates were very hospitable
toward me at that time.

“When a few months had passed in England,
it became evident that we should not be
returning to the South American Division: and
in the providence of God, when the brethren
here learned the situation, an invitation was
extended to me to join the food factory force
here at Madison College.

“There appeared many difficulties which
would prevent us from coming, yet we felt that
One by one the
difficulties melted away, and today we are
happy to be here to throw in our weight to
help develop still further the good work that
has already been established through the years.

“We have appreciated the kindness and
friendliness extended to us by so many on
the campus, and we feel sure that our stay
here can be of mutual benefit.

“Our two sons are yet in the Argentine, for
we had expected to join them again there.
We are now hoping and praying that the way
may open for them to come to Madison and
share in the work here.”

CAMPUS NEWS

Early in December, Elder and Mrs.
J. C. Ruskjer visited the campus. For
twenty years they have been pioneer
missionaries in the jungle areas of Peru,
and along the Amazon River, working
during that time with ten different Indian
tribes. Mr. Ruskjer gave an interesting
description of their work accompanying
the showing of chrome pictures of the
country and natives. They are in the
States on furlough, and visited relatives
in several sections of Tennessee.

Four members of the college faculty
are spending their first year in the
Southland: Professor and Mrs. William
Dittes, whose former home has been in
Minnesota; and Professor and Mrs. Wal-
ter Seimsen, who came from the North-
went. Accompanied by Dr. Frances Dit-
tes, head of the college and sanitarium
Department of Nutrition, they spent the
holidays visiting a number of the rural
units and other places of interest, going
as far south as Florida.

December 2-4, the farm superintend-
ents, school matrons, and the home eco-
nomics teachers of the Education De-
partment of the Central Union Con-
ference of Seventh-day Adventists held

a council in Lincoln, Nebraska. This was
in the interest of practical training of

young people for mission work: and
among other subjects, rural life was
emphasized. Both Dr, and Mrs. E. A.

Sutherland took part in the program, the
Doctor in the interests of the Country
Life Commission, of which he is secretary,
and of self-supporting missionary work
for the church laity, and Mrs. Sutherland
discussing problems of diet and nutrition.

It was a pleasure to welcome two
former students late in December, Mr.
and Mrs. Elmer Moore, recently married.
Mrs. Moore is the former Miss Shirley
Throckmorton. Both these young people
are interested in Southern self-support-
ing mission work. From Madison they
drove to Iowa, Mrs. Moore's childhood
home.

Dr. Cyrus Kendall, member of Madison
Sanitarium medical staff, is spending
some months in special work in the Col-
lege of Medical Evangelists, Loma Linda,
California. For a few days during the
holiday season he was on the campus
with Mrs. Kendall and their three young
sons.
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A CHURCH ON FIRE—AN APPEAL TO LAY MEMBERS

IKE a mighty army, the Church is
marching on to ultimate victory. This
picture is given in The Song of Solo-
mon (6: 10),. “Who is she that lcoketh
forth as the morning, fair as the noon,
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army
with banners?” And never must His
people let those banners trail in the dust.
The triumphs of the allies in the recent
war were due not so much to generals
and high officials operating from general

called out of Ur of the Chaldees, the Lord
said to him, “Get thee out of thy coun-
try, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father’s house . . . and I will make
of thee a great nation.” Gen. 12: 1, 2.
Abraham was to leave the country,
relatives, kinsmen, his father’s house.
Old ties were to be broken, a sacrifice
was to be made. Abraham met the chal-
lenge. “So Abraham departed as the
Lerd had spoken unto him.” Had he

headquarters as to

failed to comply, he

the men in the Our Teacher would have re-
ranks, One of the . ) . ) mained an obscure
great American oD exalteth by His power; farmer on the plains
generals in  the who teacheth like Him? Job. of Mesopotamia, By
European area, 36: 22. following God’s
when praised for the “Though the Lord give you the counsel, he became

success of a cam-

bread of adversity, and the water of the
affliction, yet shall not thy teachers

father of a
the

paign, said, “It is great nation,

the men in the be removed into a corner any more, “friend of God,”
ranks who are to but thine eyes shall see thy teach- father of the faith-
be complimented. ers, and thine ears shall hear a ful.

Ninety-six per cent word behind thee, saying, This is EHEMIAH, cup-
of the credit belongs the way, walk ye in it.,” Isa. 30: bearer to the

to them.” 20, 21.

Persian king, lived

One great cause of
weakness in the church today is the
tendency to leave soul-winning work to
the pastors. But Christian service cannot
be done by proxy. We are told, “Church
members are to take their place in the
great work of winning souls.”

ROSPERITY in Christian work de-

pends upon strict obedience to the com-
mands of the Lord. When Abraham was

in troublous times.
The Jews who had returned to Jerusalem
seemed unable to make progress with the
restoration of the city. Its wall still lay
in ruins. A leader was needed, and
Nehemiah was the one chosen of God
to ingpire His discouraged people.

Read the story. His words of courage
stimulate our hearts today. Catch if you
will the confidence this man of God had

Synopsis of sermon by Elder Wesley Amundson, Departmental Secretary, Inter-American Di-

vision, on furlough at Madison.
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in divine leadership. “The God of heaven
will prosper us,” said Nehemiah. “There-
fcre we His servants will arise and build.”

Success was not due to Nehemiah
alone, although his leadership was of the
highest type. He gives the secret, “So
we built the wall; and all the wall was
joined together unto the half thereof;
for the people had a mind to work.”

Today God is calling upon the Church
to awake out of its lethargy, “Knowing
the time that it is high time to awake
out of sleep” (Rom. 13: 11), and awak-
ing, we are to “go without the camp,
working for souls that are ready to
perish.”

THE experiences of the early Chris-

tians are to be repeated in our day.
To them Jesus gave the command, “Go
ye into all the world,” and “they went
forth and preached everywhere, the Lord
working with them, and confirming the
word with signs following.”

John the Baptist, describing the work
of Jesus, said that He would baptize
them “with the Holy Ghost and with
fire.” According to the record in the
book of The Acts of the Apostles, fifty
days after the resurrection of Christ, ten
days after His ascension, as one hundred-
twenty men and women waited in prayer
in that upper room, the promised power
came like a rushing mishty wind. “And
there appeared unto ti cloven tongues
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of
them.”

This was an individual experience.
Ezch man received power for service,
power to witness for Christ, with the
result that three thousand persons were
baptized in a single day. These converts
also received the baptism of power and
spread the message abroad, until it has
been estimated that by the end of a
year there were approximately twenty
thousand believers in Jerusalem.

HE historian Gibbon tells us that

“every convert was a witness.” “It
became the most sacred duty of a new
convert to diffuse among his friends and
relations the inestimable blessings which
he had received.”

Another writer, Conant, says, “The
laymen went everywhere like living fire-
brands, setting things on fire wherever
they went.”

That is the way God would have His
people today, personal, dynamic, Spirit-
filled witnesses—men and women on fire
for Christ. The prophet Zechariah ap-

peals to us, “Ask ye of the Lord rain
in the time of the latter rain; so the
Lord shall make lightnings, (margin) and
give to them showers of rain and to
everyone grass in the field.” Zech. 10: 1.
We are to ask for it. We are to be
in earnest about it. Lightning is fire; dy-
namic power! May God set us on fire
for Him, that we too may win souls for
the kingdom.

N the southernmost section of Old Mex-

ico several years ago, three men slip-
ped across the border of Tabasco into
the State of Chiapas, carrying their Bibles
and the truth of Ged with them. Cau-
tiously they sowed the seed among the
people of the hills and woodlands. Five
families accepted the message. These
were instructed to find five others who
vzould be obedient.

There were difficulties; persecution
stalked them, but they kept on. Five other
families covenanted to obey God’s com-
mandments. Now there were ten men,
As these ten studied the aword of God,
they felt that the message should be
carried into every home in the vicinity
of Tecpatan, Eight years later, when I
visited this place, twelve churches had
been raised up and one thousand persons
were observing the Sabbath. It was
Pentecost in minature.

In Inter-America today there are ap-
proximately one thousand lay preachers
and about as many more lay missionaries.
Of the almost six thousand persons bap-
tized in this division during 1945, five out
of every six were brought in by laymen.

E have this picture of the activity
of the church before the second
advent of Christ:

“Hundreds and thousands were seen visiting
families and opening before them the word of
God. Hearts were convicted by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and a spirit of genuine con-
version was manifest. On every side, doors
were thrown open to the proclamation of the
truth., The world seemed to be lightened with
the heavenly influence. Great blessings were
received by the true and humble people of God.
I heard voices of thanksgiving and praise, and
there seemed to be a reformation such as we
witnessed in 1844.” 9T 126.

God calls upon us to be soul-winners.
He wants self-supporting laymen to go
into the ripening harvest and gather in
sheaves for the great day of God.

“Do something, do it soon, with all thy
might;

An angel’s wing would droop if long at
rest;

And God himself, inactive, were no long-
er blest.”
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“T N many respects this is a day of unparalleled opportunity for the Bible. We des-

perately need what it has to offer, and we posses the required information to its
understanding. It can come fo mean to the world what it should mean, and what
it is capable of meaning, with all that such a possibility implies, if we rise to the
challenge in personal commitment and in work, A new day dawns for the Bible,
pregnant with infinite potentialities. We must not allow it to be still born.”—Chrisien-

dom, p. 448.

AN AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM

URING the Fall Quarter, Madison’s

Agricultural Department sponsored
four chapel programs, featuring faculty,
student, and visiting speakers. The most
recent program of the sort was given by
five G. I. veterans, who as students, are
taking courses in agriculture. Frank Jud-
son, acting head of agricultural instruc-
tion, had charge of these programs.

Marion Moses, the first speaker, con-
fessed that on landing on the Cherbourg
Peninsula he was more interested in
“digging in” to escape the German Mes-
serschmitz flying at tree-top level than
in studying French agricultural products.
He did find, however, that the land was
sandy and the chief product of that
region was the fruit of apple orchards.
The scarcity of corn, the extensive vine-
yards, and the rather well-balanced food-
producing program were the thoughts he
retained of German agriculture.

James Herman described the red tape
that troubled some of the farm boys in
Panama, who sought permission to plant
a garden. The secrets of Mother Earth in
that southern clime were so baffling that
he determined to return to college in

WORD-BUILDING,

N his column, “How to Increase Your

Vocabulary,” in the New York Enquirer,
issue of December 30, 1946, Greenville
Kleiser says:

“Word-building can be not only a fasci-
nating hobby, but can be used to improve
the health, as in the case of a man who
was a semi-invalid.

“He played a kind of game with words,
to occupy his time and mind. He took
Roget’s Thesaurus and wrote down all
the synonyms of “courage” he could find.

A LESSON

T a chapel hour, early in the Winter
Quarter, F. G. Holland, Madison’s
business manager, gave the students a
study of the financial setup of the in-
stitution and some personal suggestions.

order to learn why his garden did not
grow.

Student Archer Elemndorf held in his
arms a delicate pink and blue blanket
containing his three-week-old daughter,
as Mr. Judson, who is pre-eminently a
dairyman, explained the vital importance
to all for the dairyman to produce whole-
some milk under rigidly sanitary con-
ditions.

Russell Bales spent two years in the
Hawaiian Islands. His report on ‘Rais-
ing Cane” was both amusing and instruc-
tive. All enjoyed his story of the sugar
industry.

Former paratrooper, William Knight,
described the beauty of American farms
as seen from the air, and contrasted them
with the farms of China.

Modern agriculture in Egypt was de-
scribed by Willilam Wilson, a Madison-
born G. I., whose background of Tennes-
see agricultural life enabled him to
critically evaluate Egypt’s methods of ir-
rigation, transportation, and other pro-
cesses still in use in that land of the
ancient civilization.

A HEALTH GAME

“These synonyms led him to other
words with related meanings. These led
to still others, until in a few days he
had several pages filled with lists of
words, all of a constructive character,
and expressing power, health, harmony,
kindness, confidence, and contentment,
and like qualities.

“The healing and uplifting effect of this
simple game was marvelous. It com-
pletely cured him, but he still continues
to play his ‘game of words.

IN FINANCES

The various enterprises included in the
charter name, Rural Educational Associa-
tion, of which Madison College is a
part, all assist in making the Institution
a going and growing concern. Each is
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operated as a separate business, but with
the common interest of promoting the
growth of the Association.

College, Sanitarium, Food Factory,
Dietary or Food Service, Garage, Engi-
neering, Print Shop, Laundry, Store, all
operate as individual enterprises. Their
incomes and expenses are kept separate;
each has its section in the journal and
ledger. At any accounting period the
financial status and operation of each
unit can be determined. The income and
cutgo is reviewed and discussed weekly.

This plan has operated successfully for
many years at Madison, and has assisted
in maintaining the self-supporting basis
ci the institution. Funds must be set aside
for machinery replacement, for major re-

pairs, and improvements, and the goal of
each department head is to operate his
unit within 90 per cent of its income.

At Madison, students have an oppor-
tunity to get their education in the self-
supporting way. Many have demonstrat-
ed that they can operate their business—
which is getting a practical education—
within the income they derive from work-
ing in the campus industries and having
some left over. There is a certain satis-
faction and a building of character in
EARNING YOUR WAY. Moreover, this
training is profoundly important for those
who look forward to having a part in the
creration of a self-supporting missionary
ernterprise. Many men in many walks of
life today recognize the value of earning
while you are learning.

AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP

OR a number of years, Chestnut Hill

Farm School has operated a unigue
and successful institution for the educa-
tion of children and youth in Sumner
County, Tennessee, between Portland and
Gallatin, the county seat. It is well
located on a hundred-acre farm, and in
recent years has added a small sani-
tarium.

From among its community students,
a number have taken a college education
and are now filling positions of re-
sponsibility. In its program the school
rplaces particular emphasis on the value
ot combined work and study, a program
of learning by doing.

Gradually the school has outgrown its
facilities, and it now has need of a
cottage for housing boy students, en-

larged facilities for training in shop work
and household arts, and an enlarged
cannery.

I have been acquainted with this school
from its beginning, and have watched
its growth with a great deal of satisfac-
tion. Some of the best students we have
had in Madison College came from the
Chestnut Hill Farm Schocl. The founders
of this splendid educational center should
be encouraged at this time when their
tvpe of education of the youth is so
much needed.

For further details those who are inter-
ested should address the principal of the
school, Mrs. Herschel Ard, Portland, Ten-
nessee,

E. A. SUTHERLAND, M.D.

CAMPUS NEWS

THE campus family has many ad-
vantages in the way of lectures and
entertainment, and not infrequently resi-
dents entertain themselves, as there is
quite a wealth of home talent. The
evening of November 23, the campus
chorus, under the leadership of Profes-
sor William Dittes, head of the college
music department, presented an especial-
ly attractive musical program.

This served as a pleasing introduction
to the lecture by Elder Elmer Cardey,
who is in the States after years of mis-
sion work in South Africa. He is famil-
iar with the territory once traveled by
Mr. Druillard when he and Mother

Druillard were missionaries in Cape Town
and Mr. Druillard accompanied Cecil
Rhodes up country at the time that great
Britisher made a grant of land to our
people for missionary purposes.

Southern Rhodesia has been the scene
of many of Elder Cardey’s experiences,
and he presented some of the finest photo-
chrome pictures of the city and rural
mission centers, churches, gardens, re-
splendent in color, the Victoria Falls with
its magnificent coloring of mist and rain-
bows. He told the story and showed
pictures of the land known to King Solo-
mon and from which he secured the gold
of Ophir, .
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LAND OWNERSHIP IS A DIVINE HERITAGE

ISTORICALLY, land ownership is as

old as the human race. The Bible
stery places man in a garden with an
assignment of manual werk. His fall
from perfection increased the need of a
close relationship between man and the
earth, for from it he was to produce his
own living. The divine plan is dem-
cnstrated in the history of the children
of Israel. That nation was born on a
farm in the land of Palestine, owned by
the patriarch Abraham. Failure on the
part of his children of the third genera-
tion to recognize

Sinai, constituted a rural community
guided and controlled by that law, and
commissioned to become teachers of the
world.

Centrally located on the highway be-
tween the East and the West, the North
and the South, they were to teach by
precept and example the gospel of eternal
salvation and the victory of truth over the
error of idolatry that held others in
thraldom. With them agriculture was
a basic industry. The earth belonged to
God; and they were tenants, His stewards,

whose faithfulness

their possibilities
postponed the de-
velopment of that
plan for over two
hundred years, dur-
ing which they so-
journed in the land the
of Egypt. But the
divine plan of life
on the land was not

.

Have a Vision
f AN’S achievement in life will
not exceed
The blueprint is first made before
actual building
dream preceded reality.”
—A. M. Burton, Nashville

his prior

in stewardship was
rewarded in propor-
tion to their loyalty
to these principles.

Through the ages
there has been an
unrelenting conflict
bhetween rural and
urban life; between
the care of the land

vision.

is done. The

altered by the delay.

The deliverance of Israel from slavery
in Egypt in the days of Moses, followed
by a forty-year period of instruction un-
der divine leadership, place the descend-
ants of Abraham back on the land in the
same country from which they had been
exiled. That deliverance was not com-
plete until each family had its share of
the land as a perpetual inheritance, a
legacy which the law forbade the owner
to transfer. Lev. 25: 25-28.

HIS people, to whom were committed
the oracles of God, who had the com-
mandments at first-hand from Mount

as committed to
man by his Creator, and mechanical
employments, the industries associated
with city life and in most cases developed
tc greater proportions in crowded centers
of population, and which today are the
chief sources of dissension between capi-
tal and labor.

In a paper read before the annual
meeting of Friends of the Soil at Athens,
Ohio, last June, the Rev. Eugene Smathers
of the Presbyterian Board of National
Missions, quoted a statement made by
seventy-eight Protestant, Catholic, and
Jewish leaders, entitled “Man’s Relation-
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ship to the Land.” (See The Christian
Rural Fellowship Bulletin, No. 116) as
follows:

“God created the world with a purpose,
and through His loving Providence He main-
tains the world for the good of all mankind.
Therefore, zl1 human beings possess a direct
natural right to have access to created natural
resources,

“ . ... The land is God’s greatest material
gift to mankind. It is a fundamental source of
food, fiber, and fuel . . . .

“Land is a special kind of property. Owner-
ship of land does not give an absolute right to
use or abuse, nor is it devoid of social re-
sponsibilities. It is in fact a stewardship. Tt
implies cuch land tenure and use as to enable
the possessor to develop his personality, meain-
tain a decent standard of living for his family
and fulfill his social obligations. At the same
time, the land steward has a duty to enrich
the soil he tills and to hand it down to future
generations as a thank offering to CGod, the
giver, and as a loving inheritance to his chil-
dren's children.”

HELPING PEOPLE ON TO THE LAND

ASTOR SMATHERS, who is leader of
a community project at Big Lick, Ten-
nessee, further told Friends of the Soil—
“The Church should experiment with
means and methods of improving land
tenure practices, and for helping young
families become established on farms of
their own. The National Catholic Rural
Life Conference, the Town and Country
Committee of the Protestant Churches,
and the Jewish Agricultural Society are
working on these problems. The Church
of the Brethren has established a land-
purchasing fund from which . . . a
young couple may secure assistance in
the purchase of a farm. Other denomi-
nations are working on similar plans . . .
Some of us believe that the denomina-
tional boards, which now have millions
of dollars invested in stocks and bonds,
could well invest some of this money in
land . and make an investment in
new families on the land.”
ADISON is by no means alone in
advocating that many people should
leave the cities and locate on the land,
learn how to secure their living from
the soil, and meanwhile become active
leaders in community uplift and Chris-
tian service. Entered upon with the right
spirit and with faith in God, life on the
soil should become a great educational

factor for each member of the family.
An agricultural life calls for an en-
tirely different program than that of the

usual industrial laborer in factory and
shop, The farmer cannot be a time-
server. Seed time and harvest set the

pace for him. He rises early and works
late, as his crops demand attention. He
must give freely if he is to reap a
generous return. Beggarly giving brings
a beggarly harvest.

The producer of crops sows and awaits
the harvest before getting his pay. The
suecessful farmer must have long vision.
He plans for the year as a whole. He is
forced to study economic problems. He is
daily dealing with growing things. He
faces progress, not dead metals and
mechanical devices that can be laid aside
and then picked up with their condition
unchanged some time in the future.

HE Christian man of the farm will

learn to work and at the same time
talk with the Lord who, through the
prophet Isaiah (Chap. 28: 23-29) has
promised to direct him in his focd-pro-
ducing projects:

“Give ye ear, and hear my voice;
hearken, and hear my speech. Doth the
plowman plow all day to sow? Doth he
open and break the clods of the ground?

“When he hath made plain the face
thereof, doth he not cast abroad the
fitches, and scatter the cummin, and cast
in the wheat in the principal place, and
barley and rye in the appointed place?
(margin) For his God doth instruct him
to discretion, and doth teach him . ..

“This also cometh forth from the Lord
of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel,
and excellent in working.”

N this mission of Madison and its affil-

iated units to assist young people to
homes on the land, and to instruct them
in the science and philosophy of agri-
culture and Christian community service,
there is a broad field for study and
development. There is a breadth of ex-
perience for both the leaders and those
they may be able to guide and assist.
Agriculture is a basic industry in self-
supporting Christian enterprises.

THE CHURCH AND RURAL LIFE

‘IF the program of the local church is
to be in harmony with the basic
insights of its faith, its inclusive task
is that of developing a Christian com-
munity. It will seek to make conscious

and Christian the inherent possibilities of
community in rural life.

“The goal of its efforts will be the
transformation of separate families into
a community of families, consciously
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working together for their mutual wel-
fare and for a better world. The socio-
logical community is to become a Chris-
tian ecommunity, a group of people shar-
ing common loyalties to Christ and His
way of life, It will call men to a finer
sense ol stewardship of the whele natural
order whose creator is God.”—The Chris-
tian Rural Fellowship Bulletin, No. 116.
“1 XODUS of Philadelphia’s once flour-

ishing urban churches to new sub-
urban sites far removed from the city’s
center, is growing at a marked rate,
the trend having become more notice-
able with the unfolding of building pro-
grams for the postwar era. A similar

trend is believed to be progressing in
other major cities throughout the union.”
—Review and Herald, December 26, 1946.
£ ITHOUT a love for country life and

a knowledge of how to meet its
problems, little can be accomplished. To
carry out God’s plan of life requires a
definite strong and progressive educa-
ticnal program on the part of all our
leaders and teachers.

“To accomplish the work of the Com-
mission on Country Living, the coopera-
tion of every agency of the church is
necded.”—E., A, SuTHERLAND, M. D. in
The Jouwrnal of True Education, October,
1946.

PREPARING FOR RURAL LIFE

A council of farm managers, school
matrons and home economics teachers,
sponsored by the Central, Northern and
Southwestern Unicn Conferences of Sev-
enth-day Adventists, was held at Union
College, Lincoln, Nebraska, early in De-
cember. This enthusiastic group was en-
tertained by the college.

In the report summarizing the two-
day study are found the following perti-
nent guotations:

A substitute for sports. “If in our
schools the land were more faithfully
cultivated, the buildings more disinter-
estedly cared for by the students, the love
of sports and amusements, which cause
so much perplexity, would pass away.”

Health and financial benefits. “Had our
schools encouraged work in agricultural
lines, they would now have an altogether
different showing. Oppesing influences
would have been overcome; financial con-
diticns would have changed; labor would

havz been equalized; greater physical and
mental strength would have been de-
veloped.”

From the council came
tions—

1. “THAT our colleges establish agri-
cultural and home economics depart-
ments, offering a teaching minor leading
to a teaching major to meet the de-
mands in these fields.

2. “THAT our colleges reguire one unit
of wvocational credit in their entrance
reauirements.

3. “THAT our schools provide intensive
short courses for training their constit-
uents in phases of agriculture and home
economics that will fit them for rural
living.”

All this is quite in harmony with the
teaching and methods of life in Madison
College and the rural community centers
of the Southland that constitute the group
of self-supporting institutions.

recommenda-

HEALTH SCHOOL FOR SANITARIUM PATIENTS

ADISON Sanitarium and Hospital

through its consulting dietitian, Dr.
Frances Dittes, has launched a health
school for its patrons. These lectures,
classes, demonstrations, and round-table
discussions are held in the Sanitarium
parlor each Tuesday and Thursday after-
rnioon. Physicians, dietitians, and nurses
are cooperating to put over an interest-
ing and helpful program.

Various topics are presented, such as an
adequate normal diet; a balanced ration;
the common cold; diets for such diseases
as diabetes, anemia, arthritis, high blood
pressure and hypoacidity. Many inter-
esting questions are answered as a result

of the question box that has been made
available, The effects of tea and coffee,
meat, and condiments on the human
system have formed the basis of some
interesting discussions,

Working diets with food models, wall
charts, and food-value posters have been
enjoyed by the guests. A diet kitchen is
being equipped in the new wing of the
hospital where demonstrations will be
given in diet and food preparation. Leaf-
lets on nutrition and printed quotations
for use on the trays are put in circulation
among the guests of the institution.

Such a program should be not only
entertaining and recreational for patients,
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but should serve as a school where princi-
ples of good nutrition, means of extend-
ing the prime of life, a better and abun-
dant life, and greater efficiency and happi-

CAPPING

UTSTANDING among student pro-

grams of each scholastic year is the
capping exercise for freshmen nurses. On
Sunday evening, January 26, a well-filled
auditorium greeted the group which
marched to their seats, as Professor Rim-
mei played Mendelssohn’s “The March of
the Priests” on the Hammond organ. They
were led by the director of nurses, Miss

Ruth Hopper, and DMrs. Leitha May
dressed to represent Florence Nightin-
gale.

The hospital superintendent, Walter

Hilgers, welcomed the new nurses. The
congregation sang the familiar hymn, “O,
Master, Let Me Walk with Thee.” Dean
Welch gave an inspirational talk. Miss
Hopper explained that the cap worn by
the nurse on duty is a symbol of the
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ness are being instilled in the minds of
those who attend. This is a means to-
ward the formation of new habits and
the transformation of character.

EXERCISES

school and indicates that the wearer is
dedicating her life to service.

The candle lighting, which usually ac-
companies the capping exercise, typifies
an inner life characterized by intelligence,
knowledze, enthusiasm, compassion, loy-
alty, morality, and the crowning light
of service,

To the scit strains of music the fresh-
men nurses marched to the rostrum
where each received her cap from a
senior nurse, and lighted her candle from
the one held by Florence Nightingale, and
repeated the Nightingale pledge.

Following the service, the freshmen
nurses were given a reception by the
nurses’ alumnae, the senior nurses acting
as hostesses.

FRIENDLY WORDS

ONCERNING the Association of Self-

Supporting Institutions, now in pro-
cess of organization, a leading worker in
on~ of the self-supporting rural centers of
the South wrete, “I think the forming of
an association of self-supportion workers
is a fine move. There is every reason to
believe an association will not only con-
tribute greatly to a better understand-
ing, but it will encourage many pecple

to engage voluntarily in such missionary
work as they are aualified to do.”

From a friend in Florida comes this
word: “One of Madison’s former stu-
dents gave us quite an account of Madi-
son’s progress at the church yesterday.
I appreciate Madison’s pattern of educa-
tion. It is said that in the last days of
ancient Rome, the cry was, ‘Bread for
rnothing; games forever.” I am glad Madi-
son is teaching students to do things that
are worth while.”

SABBATH SERVICE IN SPANISH

HE number of students enrolling at

Madiscn College from Latin American
countries is rapidly increasing. A large
number are planning to enter next year—
some for regular college courses and some
for nurse-training.

For the benefit of these who do not as
yet receive much benefit from the Eng-
lish services, Madison recently organized
a Spanish Sabbath School. Some of our
North American students who plan to
work in South America are also attend-
ing the Spanish Sabbath School, and oth-
ers plan to do so as soon as their knowl-

edge of Spanish is a little more ad-
vanced.

Beginning January 25, another forward
step was taken by providing Sabbath
morning service in Spanish.

The Madison family at the present
time includes four ordained ministers
with extensive experience in South and
Inter-American fields, and several others
who have been workers in Spanish-speak-
ing America,

It is believed that this new feature
will be a great benefit to both Latin
American students and those who plan
to go as workers to those fields.
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LEADERSHIP IN RURAL MISSIONARY WORK

HOSE in our rural units, and others

who contemplate entering the self-sup-
porting rural work can profitably con-
template the instruction given by Mr.
Edward Mott, Vocational Agricultural In-
structor in New York’s Genoa Central
School, and reprinted in The Christian
Rural Fellowship Bulletin, No. 118.

A Pertinent Question. “Do you believe
in the possibilities of service to the rural
church and in the importance of her
people enough to go to a community and
build yourself and your home into the
life of such a com-

vanced ideas, let the lesson be given si-
lently. Keep up the cultivation of your
own land. Let the harvest be eloquent in
favor of right methods. Demonstrate what
can be done with the land when properly
worked.”

There are members of rural units, lay
workers, who can testify to the efficacy
of this method of giving assistance to
neighbors. Such efforts bring rich re-
wards.

Mr. Mott’s Story of Kagawa. “President
William Danforth, of Purina Mills, told

about a wvisit that

munity?”
“We mneed such
ministers. We need

also such teachers,
business men, and
homemakers, who
will build their lives
into the life of the
community. . . . I
believe that laymen
should take more
leadership into their

valuable.”

Measure of Age

e NYONE who stops learning is

old, whether this happens at
twenty or eighty,” says Henry Ford
“And anyone who keeps on learn- er
ing,” he adds, “not only remains
young, but becomes constantly more

Kagawa made to his
home when he was
in this country.
Kagawa wore the
type of suit which
the Japanese labor-
could afford.
Kagawa could not

sea well. The com-
bination of cheap
—The Mirror suit and poor.

eyesight made the

own hands than
they usually have.”
From the book, Ministry of Healing, p.
193, comes an answer in these words:
“Christian farmers can do real mis-
sionary work in helping the poor to find
homes on the land and in teaching them
how to till the soil and make it produc-
tive. Teach them how to use the im-
plements of agriculture, how to cultivate
various crops and care for orchards.
“Let proper methods be taught. If any
do not wish you to speak to them of ad-

suit he was wear-
ing look bad. Mr. Danforth wished to do
something for him. He asked Kagawa’s
traveling companion to approach him
on the idea of a new suit. He brought
back word that Kagawa said to thank
him, but that he had a suit that would
do. But back home there was a village
that needed a new church. He got the
church.
“His church was nearer his heart than
his clothes. What is nearest yours and
mine?”
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That question settled by many a lay-
man will lead to a great revival of mis-
sionary endeavor with correspondingly
enlarged results in our rural community
centers. The Lord’s work first, and self
second in our thoughts is a necessary ex-
perience if the instruction is carried into
effect that—

“The leaders in God’s cause, as wise
generals, are to lay plans for advance
moves all along the line. In their plan-
ning they are to give special study to the
work that can be done by the laity for
their friends and neighbors. The work
of God in this earth can never be finished
until the men and women comprising
our church membership rally to the work,
and unite their efforts with those of min-
isters and church officers.” T. IX, p. 117.

Teachers, Improve Your Technigque.
Speaking from the standpoint of a teacher
of agriculture, Mr. Mott says:

“In agriculture we must still plan and
plant, weed and cultivate, harvest and
market. But we are constantly develop-
ing new ways of doing these things. If,
in this tractor age, I was still teaching
horse-agriculture only, my job would
soon be over.

“We have bad leadership training in
some of our rural churches, but I would
guess that in 85 per cent of the classes we
are still using the old ‘Who was Jacob?
How many sons did he have?” technique
‘We need to study the context of the Bible,
and we should study new techniques of
teaching such as those being used in the
day school, and even develop new ones.

“We must find new techniques for
teaching the application of eternal truths
of the Bible to our modern living in the
country. Some of us could well be pio-
neers in such plans to make religion
practical.”

Help Young People to homes on the
land. “In many places service organiza-
tions like Rotary help boys to start farm
projects,” says Mr, Mott. “Why should our
church lag behind? Wouldn’t that be a
good way to show some young man that
his church is interested in him?”

That is a very practical question for us
as Seventh-day Adventist church mem-
bers. There are in our midst, families who
should be encouraged to leave the city
and settle on the land in some rural com-
munity. They can contribute in one way
or another to its progress in education or
physical betterment. Who, better than
the church, can start a movement to the
country? What better missionary work
than to help those who cannot bear the
entire expense of moving and equipping
for rural work?

This is a problem facing the Com-
mission on Rural Living recently organ-
ized by the General Conference to aid
city people to homes on the land and
to educate them for self-supporting mis-
sionary activities. Get in touch with the
secretary of the Commission, Dr. E. A.
Sutherland, at his Washington office,
General Conference of Seventh-day Ad-
ventist, Takoma Park, Washington 12,
D. C.

ON FURLOUGH FROM INDIA

URING the scholastic year, 1946-47,

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Larson, home on
furlough after seven years of service as
missionaries in India, are living on the
college campus. Mrs. Larson is enrolled
in the Department of Nutrition and Home
Economics, and Mr. Larson is teaching
in the Department of English and com-
pleting his work for a master’s degree in
Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville.
The December, 1946, issue of The Pea-
body Reflector gave the following write-
up of Mr, Larson’s work:

Back from India after seven years in the
mission field, Mr. Lewis J. Larson, is enrolled
for graduate study at Peabody College. He
received his B.S. degree from Madison College
before accepting the mission assignment under
the Seventh-day Adventist Church in 1939,

A man of genial personality and high ideals
of service, Mr. Larson came very close to the
Indian people during these seven years. Sta-

tioned for six years as principal of a high
school at Kottarakara in Travancore State on
the southwest coast, he gained much first-hand
information on the controversial issue of the
native states. A year on the staff of Spicer
College at Poona gave him added insight into
the educational development of the country.

In Travancore, India’s third largest state,
government is based on an elected two-house
assembly presided over by a president appoint-
ed by the Maharaja. An almost medieval feu-
dal system exists with a form of democratic
government superimposed upon it. He does
not hesitate to say, after living in the state
for six years and being personally acquainted
with nearly every major official in the govern-
ment, that he considers the people in as en-
lightened a state as Travancore to be as well
off as, if not better off than, those in prov-
inces of British India.

Progressive reforms in education are being
introduced. At the present time over 55 per
cent of the people of Travancore are literate as
compared with 13 per cent literacy for all
India. The government has this year inaugu-
rated a system of compulsory free education
through the first five grades, which Mr. Lar-
son states is far in advance of anything at-
tempted in British India.
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Concerning India’s aspirations to freedom,
Mr. Larson feels that England is anxious to
give India her independence, but the Indian
people themselves are unable as yet to agree
on the form of independence they desire or the
use of their new-found freedoms. Contacts
with the common people convince one that
the masses are satisfied with the government
they have. Their concern is that they be fed
and have a little clothing. Another difficulty
lies in the fact that they seem unable to con-
ceive of government which is separate and

distinet from religious domination. This is
basically the cause of the present deadlock
between the Congress Party and the Moslem
League.

Mr. Larson assisted in introducing new
methods of farming, new types of crops, new
foods during famine time. The last year in
Travancore his students at Kottarakara grew
all the food needed for the school table for
eleven months of the year.

Mr. Larson will return to India to teach after
completing work for the master’s degree,

| PRAY THEE, OPEN HIS EYES

HE hour was Dr. David Johnson’'s,

and his study was what he called “an
intriguing story” in the life of the proph-
et Elisha, and his student, a young
man who accompanied him on his mis-
sions. 2 Kings 6.

The Syrian army had put the children
of Israel to flight not once, or twice, but
a number of times. Again they were in-
vading the land, but each time they made
a stand, they were thwarted. So the
king called his generals and asked who
among their hosts were acting as spies
and revealing their plan of attack to the
king of Israel.

Said the generals, No one our men is
traitor to our cause, but in Israel there is
a prophet who tells his king all your
plans even the words that “thou speakest
in thy bedchamber.”

Then said the Syrian leader, Let us find
and destroy that prophet. Forthwith, a
comp